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Etextbook	guru	review

So	glad	to	find	this	website,	I	was	needing	a	textbook	called	Essential	of	Sociology,	the	Price	on	Amazon	was	$89,	but	on	this	website,	the	price	was	only	$13.	I'm	changing	my	review	to	one	star	because	this	application	is	a	complete	waste	of	money	and	consisently	crashes.	It	seems	that	the	only	thing	this	application	is	able	to	consistently	do	is	crash
and	fail.	When	working	on	a	deadline,	this	is	not	only	infuriating,	it's	downright	dangerous	to	one's	livelihood.	The	developer	wanted	more	details	-	its	very	simple	-	THE	APPLICATION	DOES	NOT	WORK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!	Hi,	we	are	so	sorry	to	disappointed	you,	could	you	give	us	more	details	(support@pdfguru.io)	what's	wrong?	Anyway,	thanks	again,
your	feedback	is	very	very	important	to	us,	please	feel	free	to	contact	support@pdfguru.io	if	any	question.	Home	Browse	Business	&	Enterprise	Office/Business	PDF	Guru	Reviews	Brought	to	you	by:	vnaskos	Download	Get	Updates	Share	This	5.0	out	of	5	stars	ease	1	of	5	2	of	5	3	of	5	4	of	5	5	of	5	0	/	5	features	1	of	5	2	of	5	3	of	5	4	of	5	5	of	5	0	/	5
design	1	of	5	2	of	5	3	of	5	4	of	5	5	of	5	0	/	5	support	1	of	5	2	of	5	3	of	5	4	of	5	5	of	5	0	/	5	Login	To	Rate	This	Project	Related	Business	Categories	I've	now	used	it	for	two	months	and	it's	the	best	PDF	reader	I've	experience	for	reading	academic	articles.	It's	snappy	and	reminds	me	of	replacing	my	web	browser	with	Chrome	when	it	first	came	out.	Can
easily	add	native	PDF	annotations	and	search	through	the	existing	ones.	(And	it	saves	them	fast	when	you	close	the	file.	Competitors	either	do	this	slowly	or,	like	Skim,	use	a	non-native	annotation	format	that	can't	be	read	by	other	PDF	readers.)	Draggable	tabs.	Plays	nicely	with	Zotero.	The	UI	for	"find"	displays	a	lot	of	info	intuitively.	Everything	is
just	well	designed.	I	haven't	yet	run	into	a	limitation	on	the	free	version,	and	upgrading	to	pro	is	only	$20	anyways.It	used	to	crash	from	time	to	time	when	it	came	out	in	late	2017,	but	this	appears	to	have	been	fixed	as	of	Feburary	2018!	(That's	why	I'm	upgrading	my	review	from	4	stars	to	5	stars.)	If	there	are	old	reviews	complaining	about	crashes,
keep	that	in	mind.I	prefer	it	over	these	other	PDF	readers	on	maxOS	that	I	have	tried:	FoxIt,	Preview,	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader,	Skim.	Thanks,	good	to	know	that,	It's	our	honour.	We	will	try	our	very	best!	After	many	years	of	research	and	soul-search	on	the	subject	of	spirituality	and	self	help,	Douglas	Boter	became	inspired	to	share	what	he	had	come	to
learn	so	that	he	might	help	others	along	their	journey	through	life.	His	approach	to	higher	awareness,	unlike	many	that	seem	other	worldly	or	highly	complicated,	is	much	more	logical	and	practical.	In	keeping	with	this,	his	book,	The	Guru	Delivery,	was	written	in	the	form	of	a	parable	so	as	to	keep	the	audience	entertained	as	well	as	to	simplify	the
rather	complex	concepts.	Fresh	on	the	heels	of	our	Flatworld	Knowledge	review,	we	are	taking	a	look	at	another	innovative	textbook	platform	that	is	about	more	than	just	textbooks.	Xplana	is	a	platform	launched	two	years	ago	by	MBS	Service	Company	Inc	(a	former	employer	of	mine).	intended	to	bridge	‘social	networking	and	traditional	elements	of
student	learning	to	transform	the	way	students	manage	their	academic	lives.”	So	what	does	that	mean?	Lets	turn	to	Xplana	Chief	Executive	Officer	Dennis	Flanagan	who	said	”	Xplana	is	best	described	as	the	social	network	for	learning.	It’s	the	first	ever	‘social	learning’	platform	designed	to	bring	the	entire	student	learning	life	into	a	single	location.”
So	how	does	Xplana	accomplish	this	rather	daunting	goal?	Providing	an	eReader	and	a	store	through	which	to	by	eTextbooks	is	a	natural	place	to	start,	but	Xplana	is	much	more,	and	purchasing	eBooks	is	a	small	part	of	the	big	picture.	Xplana	allows	you	to	collect	learning	materials	on	your	profile	the	same	way	you	collect	records	of	your	social	life
and	interests	on	Facebook.	Any	media	related	to	your	academics	can	be	uploaded	and	associated	with	your	profile,	be	it	a	copy	of	a	course	sylibi,	a	website	of	supplemental	material,	class	notes	or	even	a	video	recording	of	a	lecture.	In	addition	to	uploading	original	materials	you	can	search	through	hundreds	of	thousands	of	resources	already
available	on	Xplana.	Many	of	these	materials	have	been	uploaded	by	students	like	you!	So	next	time	your	cramming	for	an	exam,	you	can	skip	the	library	stacks	and	pool	resources	from	Xplana	to	supplement	your	course	material.	However,	Xplana	can	help	you	stay	organized	to	ease	the	inevitable	last	minute	cram.	You	can	create	your	own	study	tools
such	as	flashcards,	notes	and	study	guides	as	you	go	for	easy	reference	later	on	dificult	topics.	Calendar	and	journal	features	let	you	schedule	future	study	sessions	and	keep	track	of	class	projects,	or	keep	a	running	record	of	your	academic	life.	Just	like	you	might	have	a	photo	album	on	Facebook	for	that	trip	you	took	to	Europe	after	high	school,	you
can	collect	academic	resources	into	albums	within	Xplana.	This	is	a	great	way	to	keep	everything	from	your	actual	eTextbook	to	your	class	notes	to	that	one	website	your	classmate	recommended	all	in	one	place.	With	a	little	forethought,	you	can	also	add	keyword	tags	to	any	item	in	your	album	to	make	them	easily	searchable	later.	Now	this	is	all
great,	but	where	is	the	social	part	of	this	‘social	learning	platform?’	I’m	glad	you	asked,	because	Xplana	allows	you	to	friend	other	users	accounts,	be	it	an	assigned	group	project	partner,	a	fellow	classmate	or	simply	another	student	somewhere	in	the	world	with	similar	academic	needs.	Got	a	mid-term	coming	up?	You	can	invite	your	Xplana	friends	to
an	online	study	group	or	collaborate	on	a	group	project	with	the	messaging	system.	Want	to	show	your	study	group	a	great	resource	you	found	on	Xplana?	Simple	linking	allows	you	to	email	them	a	link	to	any	resource	material	on	Xplana	or	you	can	share	materials	through	Facebook	and	Twitter.	Better	yet,	if	you	and	your	group	all	have	the	same
eTextbook	for	your	course,	you	can	instantly	share	any	notes	or	annotations	you’ve	made	in	your	copy	or	see	some	made	by	other	users.		Just	want	the	best	notes	and	annotations	from	other	students?	Then	make	a	habit	of	rating	and	commenting	on	others	annotations	as	you’re	searching	for	the	highest	rated	insight.	And	this	brings	is	back	around	full
circle	to	the	most	fundamental	but	by	no	means	simplest	part	of	any	digital	learning	platform,	the	eBook	reader.	Xplana’s	proprietary	reader	boasts	many	progressive	features	that	are	quickly	becoming	industry	standards.	Search	functionality,	highlighting	and	the	aforementioned	notes	and	annotation	functions	are	extremely	helpful	study	tools.
Checkpoint	quizzes	to	test	your	comprehension	are	also	invaluable	in	finding	the	holes	in	your	understanding	of	a	chapter.	However	Xplana’s	reader	doesn’t	stop	there	and	features	embedded	rich	media	like	animations,	videos,	audio	clips	and	live	links.	As	we’ve	discussed	before,	these	features	are	already	a	standard	in	eReaders	when	it	comes	to
academic	texts,	but	not	all	platforms	fully	support	them	as	of	yet.	It	just	goes	to	show	that	Xplana	isn’t	resting	on	it’s	social	side	by	wrapping	a	second	rate	eReader	into	the	platform	and	I	look	forward	to	seeing	how	their	reader	develops	as	new	capabilities	enter	the	market.	Do	you	have	inconsistent	internet	access?	No	problem,	you	can	easily
download	you	eBook	for	viewing	offline.	All	in	reader	features	(notes/annotations/edits)	still	work	offline	and	will	automatically	sync	with	your	online	profile	the	next	time	you	log	in.	If	offline	reading	just	won’t	cut	it,	you	can	always	take	advantage	of	the	Xplana	mobile	app.	Available	for	iPhone	and	Android	phones,	the	Xplana	app	gives	you	access	to
all	your	course	materials	and	will	auto	sync	to	your	account	when	you	add	new	media	on	the	desktop	version.	The	app	will	also	allow	you	to	share	materials	with	friends	by	email	or	on	Twitter	and	Facebook.	You	can	even	take	notes	on	mobile,	or	better	yet,	capture	photos,	audio	or	video	of	your	lecture	which	can	be	uploaded	to	Xplana	and	added	to
your	course	materials.	It’s	hard	to	say	exactly	how	useful	this	tool	will	be	but	it’s	one	I	wish	I’d	had	all	those	times	I	went	to	study	and	found	doodles	instead	of	notes	in	my	notebook.	Xplana	certainly	didn’t	invent	the	eReader,	or	social	networking,	or	the	idea	of	searchable,	indexed	user	submitted	content,	but	they	are	the	first	company	to	wrap	up	so
many	tools	into	one	platform.	Being	able	to	share	anything	with	anyone,	and	see	anything	any	student	has	uploaded	puts	a	wealth	of	information	and	connectivity	at	your	fingertips.	But	with	such	an	open	and	flexible	platform,	it	falls	to	the	student	to	fit	the	platform	to	their	needs	and	make	use	of	it.	If	you’re	that	person	who	buys	a	planner	at
the	beginning	of	each	school	year,	only	to	fill	in	the	first	two	weeks	and	never	pick	it	up	again,	you	probably	won’t	use	Xplana	to	its	full	potential.	However,	if	you	work	at	it,	you	can	not	only	make	that	cram	session	for	the	final	exam	easier,	but	be	better	prepared	when	you	get	there.	Page	2	Here	we	are	with	another	eBook	review,	this	time	for	a
platform	with	a	rather	interesting	business	model.	Today	we’re	taking	a	look	at	Flatworld	Knowledge,	the	self	proclaimed	“world’s	largest	publisher	of	free	and	open	college	textbooks.”	Flatworld	Knowledge	describes	themselves	as	a	“college	textbook	publishing	company	on	a	mission.”	What	mission	is	that?	Simple,	to	lower	the	cost	of	textbooks	for
students	and	allow	faculty	to	control	the	material	they	teach	and	the	materials	their	students	are	required	to	purchase.	How	do	they	do	this?	First	and	most	importantly	by	ditching	the	traditional	‘All	Rights	Reserved’	license	that	most	publishers	use	for	a	‘Creative	Commons	license’	which	is	an	open-license.	For	faculty	this	means	“unprecedented
control	over	content”	and	“permission	to	create	a	derivative	version	of	any	textbook.”	Essentially,	faculty	have	the	ability	to	modify	any	textbook	offered	by	Flatworld	Kowledge	to	custom	fit	their	purposes.	This	can	involve	removing	materials	that	won’t	be	covered	in	the	course,	adding	links,	videos	or	entirely	new	passages.	As	you	can	see	from	this
search	for	“Introductory	Chemistry,”	there	are	several	different	versions	the	text	specific	to	different	professors	at	different	universities.	Many	college	students	well	tell	you	it’s	very	frustrating	when	you’re	forced	to	purchase	an	expensive	textbook	and	in	the	end	the	professor	only	covers	a	portion	of	it.	In	addition	to	cutting	out	unused	material,	this
control	allows	professors	to	insert	their	own	which	is	arguably	much	more	valuable.	Rather	than	filling	lecture	slides	with	notes,	links	to	external	materials	and	videos	or	images,	professors	can	wrap	all	this	material	up	in	their	assigned	text,	saving	them	and	their	students	a	lot	of	time	and	hassle.	The	customization	of	texts	is	extremely	valuable,	but
lets	save	that	discussion	for	another	review	(stay	tuned…).	Right	now	we	are	focusing	on	the	student	experience	with	Flatworld	Knowledge.	For	starters,	signing	up	is	simple	and	straight	forward,	and	searching	the	catalog	by	your	professor’s	name,	school	name	or	course	name	makes	finding	your	customized	text	easy.	After	you’ve	located	your	text
you	must	select	what	format	you’d	like	to	use.	To	the	delight	of	students	everywhere,	the	basic	digital	“Free	Pass”	version	is	completely	free	to	view	through	your	browser.	Next	up	is	the	“Study	Pass”	which	has	added	features	such	as	highlighting,	note	taking,	interactive	study	tools	such	as	flash	cards	and	“Study	View”	which	gives	you	a	condensed
version	of	key	points,	objectives	and	definitions.	The	most	robust	version	is	the	“All	Access	Pass”	which	gives	you	all	the	features	of	the	“Study	Pass”	as	well	as	a	downloadable	PDF	version	for	printing	and	the	true	eTextbook	version	for	viewing	on	your	iPad,	Kindle,	Nook	or	other	eReader	of	choice.	Even	the	“All	Access	Pass”	is	still	very	inexpensive
when	compared	even	to	other	eTextbook	retailers,	let	alone	traditional	printed	textbooks.	However	if	you	just	can’t	study	without	a	hard	copy	of	the	text	to	flip	through	and	mark	up,	you	can	order	a	black	and	white	printed	and	bound	copy	for	a	bit	more	than	the	“All	Access	Pass.”	Or	you	can	spring	for	the	full	fledged	color	textbook	for	what	you’d
expect	to	pay	for	a	book	at	your	school	bookstore.	To	me	it	seems	a	bit	counter	intuitive	to	purchase	a	traditional	textbook	from	an	etextbook	company	that	is	offering	the	same	material	for	free,	but	hey,	some	people	just	really	need	a	paper	version.	For	me,	it	makes	the	most	sense	to	just	bookmark	the	free	browser	based	version	of	each	book
assigned	to	you.	With	such	a	plethora	of	mobile	devices	with	on	board	web	browsers,	it	isn’t	difficult	for	most	students	to	get	access	to	their	books	anywhere,	anytime.	Nook	and	Kindle	users	are	out	of	luck	it	would	seem,	but	if	you’re	packing	an	iPad	or	smart	phone,	your	FREE	textbook	can	be	with	you	anytime.	The	browser	based	reading	experience
is	surprisingly	pleasant.	A	sidebar	of	chapters	and	subchapters	makes	navigation	easy,	images	are	vivid	and	diagrams	are	easy	to	read.	A	wider	view	option	allows	near	full	screen	viewing.	I	only	see	two	major	downsides	to	sticking	with	the	free	version.	First	is	the	lack	of	study	tools	such	as	highlighting,	note	taking	and	study	guides.	So	for	this	you’ll
have	to	make	a	personal	judgement	about	how	useful	these	tools	are	for	you.	The	second	downside	is	eye	fatigue	from	prolonged	use.	This	is	a	large	selling	point	for	Nook	and	Kindle	users,	and	if	you	have	one	and	are	prone	to	extended	studying	sessions,	it	might	be	worth	the	$40	or	so	to	get	the	digital	eTextbook	version.	While	the	Flatworld	platform
and	unique	business	model	are	a	solid	foundation,	their	catalog	is	still	growing.	They	have	a	good	foundation	of	texts	in	different	disciplines,	but	their	biggest	hurdle	is	adoption	among	professors.	Being	a	publisher	and	a	retailer,	Flatworld	must	first	publish	high	quality	textbooks,	then	get	professors	to	adopt	them	for	a	course,	then	have	the
infrastructure	to	also	distribute	the	text	to	students.	Competitors	like	Kno	and	Inkling	need	only	worry	about	providing	a	platform	for	distributing	publishing	company	texts	that	have	already	been	adopted	at	schools	across	the	country.	It	seems	the	road	for	Flatworld	is	largely	up	hill,	but	with	a	unique	and	adaptable	platform	such	as	this,	a	little
traction	can	go	a	long	way.	If	the	circumstances	are	right,	and	adoption	increases,	Flatworld	Kowledge	has	the	potential	to	be	a	game	changer	in	the	textbook	publishing	and	retail	world.	Page	3	It’s	time	for	another	Textbook	Guru	eBook	review,	but	as	promised	in	my	last	article,	this	time	we’re	changing	it	up	and	reviewing	the	flip	side	of	eBooks,
publishing.	Today	we	are	taking	a	look	at	the	iBooks	platform	from	the	perspective	of	a	self	publishing	author.	If	you’d	like	to	read	up	on	the	iBooks	platform	from	the	user	end,	take	a	quick	look	at	our	iBooks	review	here.	Before	I	get	into	the	iBooks	publishing	process,	I	must	note	that	there	are	a	wealth	of	guides	available	that	have	more	specific
detail	than	I’ll	be	able	to	provide	here.	I	should	also	mention	that	a	large	portion	of	these	guides	describe	what	seems	to	be	the	‘PC’	version	of	epublishing.	To	publish	in	iBooks	you	need	the	‘Mac’	version.	I	started	down	the	PC	route,	using	a	third	party	site	called	Lulu	to	prep	my	article	as	a	.epup	file.	This	is	the	file	format	that	many	eReaders,
including	Kindle	and	Nook	accept.	iBooks	prefers	the	proprietary	.ibooks	file	format,	which	can	only	be	created	using	the	iBooks	Author	program.	So,	after	scrapping	my	.epub	file,	I	started	fresh	with	iBooks	Author,	which	I	found	to	be	simpler	to	use	than	the	Lulu	platform,	although	the	steps	were	largely	the	same.	For	starters,	if	your	book	has
chapters,	you	must	insert	chapter	breaks	that	iBooks	can	recognize	or	risk	having	your	book	rejected	during	the	uploading	process.	From	what	I’ve	read,	this	is	a	step	that	a	lot	of	authors	stumble	on	and	end	up	getting	their	books	rejected.	Rather	than	simply	publishing	your	text	like	a	pdf,	you	can	also	take	advantage	of	the	versatility	of	eBooks	by
adding	interactive	features	like	video,	clickable	links	to	the	web	and	sliding	photo	galleries.	I	took	advantage	of	an	iBooks	option	called	‘media	introduction’	which	allows	you	to	embed	a	video	that	will	play	before	the	reader	gets	to	the	cover.	This	is	great	for	introducing	your	book	with	a	little	added	context	or	a	personal	message	from	the	author.	As
soon	as	you	have	your	formatted	.ibooks	file,	you	are	ready	to	begin	the	publishing	process.	To	publish	to	iBooks	you	need	to	create	an	iTunes	Connect	account	and	download	iTunes	Producer,	Apple’s	distribution	software.	Through	iTunes	Producer	you	can	upload	your	book	to	sell	or	for	free,	and	manage	the	back	end	of	your	book	selling	career	with
analytic	tools.	When	you’ve	created	your	account	and	loaded	iTunes	Producer,	you	will	go	through	a	lengthy	but	thorough	uploading	process,	similar	to	the	one	you	went	through	to	prep	the	file.	You	will	be	asked	all	the	pertinent	questions	such	as	Author	name,	what	categories	iBooks	should	file	your	book	under	and	an	ISBN	if	you	have	one.	This	is
also	the	stage	in	which	you	will	actually	upload	your	.ibooks	file	and	your	custom	cover	image.	iBooks	is	very	picky	and	it’s	likely	you’re	upload	will	have	several	errors	to	fix	before	it	is	complete.	I	had	to	go	back	and	change	information	about	my	upload	5	times	before	I	was	able	to	finish	the	upload	successfully.	After	uploaded	your	book	will	enter	an
approval	process	with	Apple	before	it	will	actually	start	showing	in	searches	within	the	iBooks	store	or	on	iTunes.	If	everything	goes	smoothly,	the	upload	process	will	take	about	an	hour	from	word	doc	to	.ibooks	to	publishing,	however	I	did	several	hours	of	research	and	fighting	technical	problems	with	installing	iTunes	Producer).	For	something	as
simple	as	the	free	article	I	uploaded,	the	publishing	process	seems	lengthy,	but	actually	it’s	just	very	thorough,	which	is	important	both	to	you	and	Apple	(legally)	if	you	intend	to	sell	your	book.	Frankly,	if	I	were	publishing	a	book	I	intended	to	profit	from,	this	process	is	extremely	easy	and	quick	compared	to	the	traditional	route	of	pitching	to
publishing	companies.	However,	after	your	ebook	has	been	uploaded,	it	still	needs	to	pass	Apple’s	approval	process.	Unfortunately	my	ebook	file	was	rejected	for	‘insufficient	length	or	functionality.’	After	following	up	with	iBooks	support,	I	was	encouraged	to	‘review	your	book	concept	and	evaluate	whether	you	can	incorporate	functionality,	content,
or	both	to	enhance	the	user	experience.”	As	you	may	have	guessed,	the	problem	for	me	here	is	that	my	article	isn’t	going	to	get	any	longer	and	it	seems	the	video	introduction,	image	sliders	and	live	links	I	incorporated	did	not	provide	enough	‘functionality.’	Unsatisfied	with	this	answer,	I	pressed	iBooks	support	for	more	details,	including	what	the
minimum	length	or	functionality	is	that	I	am	falling	short	of.	Unfortunately	their	support	team	was	unhelpful,	stating	that	they	do	not	have	a	‘published	requirement	regarding	the	minimum	length	of	functionality	of	a	book’	yet	still	asking	me	to	review	my	book	concept	for	length	and	functionality	and	resubmit.	I	had	hoped	that	having	a	real	human
review	my	book	would	show	them	that	my	book	has	all	the	length	and	functionality	it	needs	to	serve	it’s	purpose,	which	is	to	show	how	easy	it	is	to	publish	on	iBooks.	So,	rather	than	linking	to	iTunes	for	you	all	to	download	my	free	eBook,	I	can	only	offer	you	a	PDF	version	of	what	it	would	have	looked	like	in	iBooks.	I	believe	it	was	more	the	length
than	the	functionality	of	my	ebook	that	caused	me	trouble.	Since	it	is	not	very	likely	that	a	self	publishing	author	would	bother	to	write	a	book	as	short	as	my	article,	I	imagine	other	authors	will	have	an	easier	time	passing	Apple’s	approval	process.	Page	4	Dr.	Rob	Reynolds	is	the	Director	of	Direct	Digital,	a	service	of	MBS	Direct,	LLC	(a	former
employer	of	mine).	You	can	read	Rob’s	thoughts	at	his	personal	blog.	I	was	first	introduced	to	Rob’s	writing	with	a	special	report	he	did	called	“Digital	Textbooks	Reaching	the	Tipping	Point	in	the	U.S.	Higher	Education	“.		Expanding	on	the	throughts	from	this	report,	Rob	authored	the	book	“The	Future	of	Learning	Content”		where	he	explores	digital
textbooks,	open	content,	Apple	and	more.	Jeff	–	Dr.	Reynolds,	Thank	you	for	your	time.	I	look	forward	to	understanding	more	about	the	tipping	point	for	digital	textbooks	so	lets	jump	right	into	things.	Your	research	indicates	that	digital	textbook	sales	will	account	for	about	6%	of	the	market	in	2012	and	11%	in	2013,	to	what	do	you	contribute	that
growth	to?	Is	it	more	titles	being	available	or	more	students	willing	to	try	the	digital	format?	Dr.	Reynolds	–	There	are	a	number	of	trends	driving	the	growth	of	digital	textbooks	in	Higher	Education.	The	biggest	factor	is	cost.	Increasingly,	students	are	looking	for	lower	prices	alternatives	to	new	print	titles.	And,	while	digital	textbooks	are	not
necessarily	the	cheapest	option	(used	books	with	some	form	of	guaranteed	buyback	or	the	general	winner	here),	digital	is	a	consistently	less	expensive	solution	and	it	is	convenient.	Another	important	factor,	as	you	mention,	is	title	availability.	Because	of	issues	with	rights	clearance	and	a	lack	of	clear	market	strategy,	most	large	textbook	publishers
have	only	recently	begun	making	most	of	their	front	list	titles	available	in	digital	format.	Having	complete	title	coverage	will	certainly	hasten	the	adoption	of	digital.	Some	of	the	other	trends	that	I	discuss	in	the	book	include	the	popularity	of	tablets	and	smartphones,	a	continued	increase	in	online	shipping	by	students,	the	evolution	of	e-textbook
reader	software	applications,	and	the	textbook	rental	market.	This	last	item	is	actually	an	important	motivation	for	textbook	publishers	to	make	the	shift	to	digital.	Jeff	–	Many	argue	that	until	Digital	Books	are	significantly	cheaper	than	a	physical	book	the	market	will	still	push	towards	print.	What	do	you	think	is	the	tipping	point	in	terms	of	price?	Dr.
Reynolds	–	While	cost	is	a	leading	factor	in	consumer	behavior	around	digital	textbooks,	it	is	but	one	of	many.	We	will	see	the	current	growth	patterns	continue	for	the	next	several	years	even	with	current	pricing	patterns	around	print	and	digital.	Now,	if	the	price	of	digital	learning	content	drops	beyond	certain	thresholds,	we	will	definitely	see	an
uptick	int	hat	growth.	And,	keep	in	mind	that	this	price	drop	may	not	be	(will	likely	not	be)	driven	by	traditional	publishers.	Low-cost	alternative	publishers	such	as	Flat	World	Knowledge,	Textbook	Media,	and	Soomo,	as	well	as	a	growing	open	textbook	catalog,	are	gaining	increasing	traction	and	this	sector	of	the	market	will	grow	significantly	over
the	next	five	years.	Regarding	tipping	point	for	price,	I	think	it’s	safe	to	say	that	$40	will	likely	become	a	maximum	value	for	stand-alone	textbook	products	in	the	future.	It	is	also	possible	that	traditional	publishers	will	adhere	to	this	pricing	for	many	of	their	core	stand-alone	textbook	products.	Of	course,	their	primary	interest	is	in	selling	fully
integrated	technology	products	–	e-textbook,	assessments,	media,	adaptive	learning	programs,	and	learning	outcomes	–	and	redefining	a	simple	textbook	as	only	a	part	of	what	instructors	and	institutions	need	to	be	successful.	Integrated	technology	products	allow	publishers	to	target	the	more	lucrative	enterprise	sales	market	and	eliminate	both	the
used	and	rental	markets.	Jeff	–	You	revised	your	report	to	show	the	impact	of	Apple’s	iPad.	Is	that	the	game	changer	that	is	necessary	and	will	programs	such	as	the	iBook	publishing	suite	speed	things	up	even	more?	Dr.	Reynolds	–	The	iPad	is	indeed	a	game	changer.	This	coming	fall	approximately	22%-25%	of	all	incoming	freshmen	in	2-year	and	4-
year	institutions	will	have	tablet	devices.	Most	of	those	will	be	iPads.	Of	course,	the	overall	tablet	craze	will	only	increase	with	the	release	of	Google’s	low-cost	iPad-challenger	this	summer	and	Microsoft’s	Windows	8	tablets	in	October.	Regarding	the	iBooks	Author	application	and	other	digital	publishing	platforms	such	as	Inkling	Habitat,	the	ease	of
production	and	distribution	can	only	have	a	positive	impact	on	the	growth	of	digital	textbooks.	That	said,	there	are	two	important	things	to	keep	in	mind.	First,	writing	or	constructing	textbooks	in	their	current	form	is	a	sizable	task,	even	with	an	intuitive	technology	platform.	Second,	and	related	to	the	first,	I	think	we	will	see	a	pretty	dramatic	shift
towards	the	disaggregation	of	textbook	content.	This	will	lead	us	to	assign	a	greater	importance	to	digital	authoring	tools	that	facilitate	the	mashup	of	disparate	content	types	and	sources.	Jeff	–	Content	is	still	king	and	even	with	the	growth	of	Open	Education	Content	the	publishers	still	hold	the	rights	to	the	content	being	used	in	higher	education.	Is
the	final	battle	over	content	or	platform.	For	our	readers	content	would	be	the	physical	content	included	in	a	textbook	while	the	platform	would	be	the	system	used	to	deliver	the	digital	content	such	as	Chegg	Digtial,	CourseSmart,	Kno,	Inkling	or	Dr.	Reynolds	platform	Direct	Digital.	Dr.	Reynolds	–	My	experience	has	been	that	distribution	platforms
come	and	go.	I’ve	been	designing	such	platforms	for	reading	and	learning	for	more	than	a	decade	now	and	have	witnessed	this	rapid	evolution	first	hand.	LMS	platforms	are	changing	right	before	our	eyes	and	digital	reading	and	distribution	will	continue	to	evolve	as	well.	As	I	discuss	in	my	book,	the	modern	textbook	is	simply	the	result	of	needing	a
convenient	and	logical	construct	for	holding	collections	of	learning	materials.	I	don’t	think	there	can	be	any	doubt	that	this	particular	construct	will	also	evolve	(as	will	the	associated	business	models).	This	evolution	will	champion	content,	most	certainly,	but	will	push	publishers	and	distributors	to	revenue	streams	that	are	driven	by	services	rather
than	content	ownership	per	se.	Jeff	–	If	you	were	a	student	and	only	had	enough	money	to	buy	a	single	electronic	device	which	would	you	suggest	to	purchase?	An	iPad,	Android	Table,	PC,	Mac,	Kindle	or	something	else?	Why?	Dr	Reynolds	–	While	I’m	not	enrolled	in	a	college	or	university,	I	am	always	a	student	and	take	online	courses	all	the	time.	I
think	the	answer	depends	on	what	you	want	to	accomplish.	If	all	you	really	want	is	a	great	content	consumption	device,	I	think	the	Kindle	Fire	is	hard	to	beat.	I	also	can’t	wait	to	see	what	Google	comes	up	with	in	the	$149-$199	price	range.	If,	however,	you	are	looking	for	a	productivity	device,	the	iPad	is	hard	to	beat.	It	has	a	better	app	ecosystem,	is
more	intuitive	in	its	design,	and	there	is	a	large	group	of	peripheral	manufacturers	that	support	the	device.	I	like	the	concept	of	the	new	Galaxy	Note	smartphone	(with	its	stylus),	and	think	the	Windows	8	tablets	released	this	fall	will	provide	great	productivity	as	well.	Jeff	–	Thank	you	for	your	time.	I	want	to	share	with	readers	that	if	they	want	to	read
your	fully	revised	report	they	can	find	it	in	Chapter	6	of	your	book,	which	they	can	obtain	free	here.	Reports	from	past	years	(2010	and	2011),	can	be	found	at	here	(2010)	and	here	(2011)	and	respectively.	You	cover	a	lot	of	ground	and	we	only	touched	on	a	few	small	issues.	Anything	else	you	would	like	to	add?	Dr	Reynolds	–	I	think	the	most	important
thing	to	realize	is	the	rapid	change	inherent	in	the	textbook	industry	today	and	the	volatile	nature	of	the	overall	market.	There	are	some	definitive	realities	we	will	all	be	facing	over	the	coming	years,	but	the	most	certain	one	is	that	textbooks	as	we	know	them	today	will	have	evolved	significantly	by	the	end	of	the	current	decade.	Business	models	will
change	and	so	will	some	of	the	major	players.	Content	will	continue	to	matter	a	great	deal	but	will	be	more	disaggregated	and	personalized,	both	for	instructors	and	students.	Page	5	Here	we	are,	four	reviews	deep	into	the	Textbook	Guru	eBook	review	series.	If	you’d	like	to	take	a	look	back	at	my	other	reviews,	you	can	find	them	here:	Kno,	Inkling,
CourseSmart,	Chegg.		For	our	fifth	review,	I’ve	chosen	to	take	a	look	at	the	iBooks	platform	by	Apple.	I’ve	chosen	this	platform	for	a	couple	reasons.	First,	being	Apples	native	eBook	reader,	it	is	likely	that	iBooks	is	installed	on	more	mobile	devices	that	any	other	platform	we’ve	reviewed.	Whether	or	not	users	are	taking	advantage	of	this	pre-installed
app	is	hard	to	say.	Second,	the	iBook	platform	is	the	first	in	our	series	to	allow	self	publishing.	So	whether	you’re	a	self	publishing	author,	or	just	need	to	have	your	own	documents	readily	available,	iBooks	allows	you	to	upload	your	own	PDFs	into	the	app.	PURCHASING	Self	publishing	is	a	lot	of	fun,	but	lets	get	down	to	why	we	are	really	here,	to
review	textbooks.	If	you’ve	ever	downloaded	an	app	to	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	or	purchased	an	album	on	iTunes,	then	you	are	already	familiar	with	the	purchasing	process	in	the	iBooks	platform.	Finding	and	purchasing	any	book	only	takes	a	few	clicks	(or	finger	taps).	When	searching	for	a	textbook,	you	will	usually	have	an	ISBN	or	the	full	title	an
author,	which	makes	searching	a	breeze.	However,	if	you’re	looking	for	more	casual	reading,	the	‘featured’	and	‘browse’	tabs	are	a	great	way	to	see	what	kind	of	books	(typically	fiction)	are	popular	on	iBooks.	But	we’re	after	textbooks,	so	if	you	sort	by	category,	you’ll	find	that	all	the	textbooks	iBooks	has	to	offer	in	one	place.	Many	of	them	you	can
‘sample’	by	downloading	a	free	chapter	to	take	a	preview	of	the	features.	FEATURES	Apple	has	been	a	big	player	in	eBooks	for	a	while,	a	market	they	grew	quickly	thanks	to	the	iPad	and	iPhone	apps	that	help	you	view	all	you	iBooks	on	any	device.		However,	recently	they	have	started	getting	into	the	eTextbook	market.	Studying	is	probably	one	of	the
last	things	you’d	think	to	use	an	iPad	for	but	it	is	increasingly	becoming	a	platform	for	consuming	any	and	all	media,	so	why	should	textbooks	be	separate?	Apple	touts	a	lot	of	exciting	eTextbook	features	that	are	becoming	popular	such	as	3D	models,	embedded	video	and	interactive	quizzes.	Lets	dive	in	and	take	a	look	at	the	iBooks	experience	from
start	to	finish.	The	photo	above	is	your	‘Library’	which	is	the	central	place	to	find	all	your	downloaded	books	or	documents.	Foregoing	a	simple	list,	Apple	has	a	visually	simple	and	intuitive	virtual	bookshelf	for	your	digital	books.	This	is	a	small	touch,	and	isn’t	much	different	than	Chegg	or	Kno	which	use	thumbnails	of	your	book	covers	as	buttons,	but
having	them	organized	on	a	bookshelf	makes	them	feel	more	like	real	books	and	less	like	files	to	be	opened.	Once	you	open	a	book,	you	have	a	simple	and	hide-able	menu	bar	at	the	top	of	each	page	that	contain	all	your	tools.	The	first	and	most	obvious	tool	is	the	‘Library’	button	which	just	takes	you	back	to	your	virtual	book	shelf.	The	next	is	a	menu
to	help	you	jump	from	page	to	page	in	the	book	without	flipping.	This	menu	lets	you	skip	between	chapters	in	the	book	and	the	next	menu	which	looks	like	a	note	pad	lets	you	jump	between	bookmarks	and	notes	that	you	have	set	while	reading.	As	simple	as	this	kind	of	navigation	is,	I	have	to	say	Apple	did	well	to	put	all	these	markers	in	one	place	as
opposed	to	others	that	have	made	notes	and	bookmarks	navigable	through	their	own	menus.	Apple	has	also	included	a	traditionally	simple	bookmark	tool	that	is	always	accessible	in	the	upper	right	of	any	page.	Just	tap	the	small	greyed	bookmark	logo	and	it	will	be	replaced	with	a	bright	red	bookmark	to	save	your	place.	Next	on	your	menu	bar	is
your	settings	options,	indicated	by	a	pair	of	capital	A’s.	This	pop	up	menu	allows	you	to	adjust	the	brightness	of	your	screen	through	a	slide	bar	and	the	size	of	the	font	through	two	size	buttons.	Again,	a	very	simple	way	to	do	very	simple	things.	Of	course,	what	eBook	platform	would	be	complete	without	a	search	function?	iBooks	allows	you	to	search
within	the	text,	on	the	web	or	directly	through	Wikipedia.	I	find	it	humorous	that	so	many	teachers	have	a	vendetta	against	Wikipedia	and	it’s	use	in	academia	as	source	material,	however	so	many	search	tools	love	to	include	it	as	a	searchable	reference.	As	controversial	as	Wikipedia	is	in	the	academic	community,	I	think	this	is	proof	that	it	is	still	a
valuable	resource	for	many	students.	Next	lets	look	at	the	more	advanced	features	iBooks	has	to	offer.	For	starters,	iBooks	is	only	the	second	platform	I’ve	reviewed	to	offer	3D	modeling	in	some	of	its	eBooks.	It’s	hard	to	see	in	a	still	image,	but	the	molecule	below	is	interactive	directly	in	the	page,	unlike	Kno	which	has	to	open	an	overlay	window	to
make	models	interactive.	iBooks	also	has	embedded	video	and	image	slide	shows,	like	in	the	image	below.	Figure	1	is	an	image	slideshow	containing	4	images	(indicated	by	the	dots	below	the	caption).	Sliding	your	finger	across	the	image	flips	it	to	the	next	image.	In	the	next	column,	Figure	2	is	a	playable	video,	a	very	handy	way	for	eTextbook
publishers	to	emphasize	or	further	explain	a	complicated	theory.	One	of	my	favorite	features	on	iBooks	is	one	I	haven’t	seen	anywhere	else,	virtual	study	cards.	Similar	to	the	way	iBooks	displays	your	library	as	a	bookshelf,	it	displays	study	cards	as	traditional	3″x5″	note	cards.	These	have	chapter	specific	glossery	terms	on	them	so	you	can	quiz
yourself.	Simply	define	each	term	then	flip	the	card	to	see	if	you	got	it	right.	Swiping	puts	the	card	at	the	bottom	of	the	deck	and	moves	on	to	the	next	one.	Each	section	and	chapter	has	a	review	section	to	help	you	remember	what	you	learned.	This	is	nothing	new	for	textbooks,	but	many	iBooks	textbooks	have	interactive	quiz	questions	built	into	these
section	reviews.	You	get	to	chose	an	answer	for	each	question	and	instantly	see	if	your	correct	or	not.	The	beginning	of	each	section	also	has	study	tools	to	help	you	generally	understand	what	will	be	covered	in	detail	in	the	coming	section.	CONCLUSIONS	For	the	features	it	offers,	iBooks	delivers	them	in	Apples	traditionally	simple	yet	elegant	way.
As	a	general	eReader,	iBooks	is	a	solid	choice	and	integrates	easily	into	the	lives	of	any	iOS	device	owner.	As	a	study	tool	for	eTextbook	users,	I	think	iBooks	is	a	great	choice	because	it	is	leading	the	move	to	digital	with	many	of	the	most	advanced	features	found	in	eTextbooks	today,	but	wrapped	up	in	Apple’s	intuitive	and	simple	design.	The	iBooks
library	of	eTextbooks	is	growing	as	Apple	expands	into	this	market,	and	chances	are	many	of	your	textbooks	are	already	available.	I	think	it’s	important	to	note	that	if	you	are	in	a	communication	or	writing	field	of	study,	iBooks	is	likely	to	have	all	your	assigned	novels,	biographys,	non-fiction	etc.	This	means	that	iBooks	could	be	your	central	place	not
only	for	textbooks,	but	other	assigned	readings	(including	PDFs	your	tech	savvy	professor	uploads)	and	any	books	you	find	time	to	read	just	for	fun.	Page	6	Welcome	to	the	next	installment	of	the	Textbook	Guru’s	eBook	review	series.	Today	I	am	taking	a	look	at	the	CourseSmart	eTextbook	platform,	but	I’ve	already	reviewed	Kno	and	Inkling,	which
you	can	read	first	if	you	haven’t	already.	My	first	two	reviews	were	done	using	iPad	apps,	but	CourseSmart	is	a	little	different,	as	you’ll	see,	so	I	am	predominantly	using	it	through	my	web	browser.	As	before,	lets	begin	by	talking	about	the	purchasing	experience,	since	each	platform	so	far	has	had	a	different	policy.	With	Kno	and	Inkling,	each	book
(or	chapter	on	Inkling)	is	fully	purchased	and	yours	forever	(if	you	chose).	With	CourseSmart,	all	of	their	eBooks	are	rentals,	and	are	disabled	from	your	account	at	the	end	of	the	rental	period.	Renting	print	and	eTextbooks	was	a	hot	topic	at	the	start	of	this	academic	year	as	a	way	to	save	money,	but	some	students	found	that	because	of	their	school
schedule,	they’d	either	have	to	rent	the	book	for	only	part	of	their	term,	or	extend	into	the	next.	With	CourseSmart,	nearly	all	of	their	rentals	are	for	a	12	month	period,	ensuring	that	you’ll	have	plenty	of	time	to	use	it.	Unlike	Inkling,	but	similar	to	Kno,	CourseSmart	has	a	14	day	return	policy	on	all	their	books	granted	you	haven’t	viewed	or	used	more
than	20%	of	the	book.	Of	course	all	your	books,	or	chapters	of	books,	need	to	be	‘checked	in’	before	you	can	return	it,	which	leads	me	to	my	next	point.	You	can	‘check	out’	sections	of	books,	or	entire	books	(up	to	5	titles)	which	allows	you	to	download	them	to	your	computer	for	offline	reading.	In	my	opinion	this	is	one	of	the	strongest	features
CourseSmart	has	to	offer,	since	even	today	in	the	21st	century	a	reliable	Internet	connection	is	not	always	available.	INTERFACE:	Lets	dive	right	into	using	the	eBook.	For	starters,	CourseSmart	offers	many	of	the	tools	I’ve	come	to	expect	from	an	eBook.	For	instance	you	can	write	notes	that	become	anchored	to	the	page	they	are	written	on.	These
notes	are	then	accessible	through	the	menu	sidebar	and	are	sorted	by	page	number.	This	is	pretty	standard	but	what	I	found	interesting	is	that	you	can	also	see	all	your	notes	inany	book	directly	from	you	bookshelf.	This	would	prove	very	handy	if	you	take	heavy	notes	to	study	from	later.	Highlighting	is	also	a	standard	feature,	although	CourseSmart
only	allows	one	color,	yellow.	Anything	you	highlight	is	also	organized	in	the	sidebar	like	your	notes	and	you	can	quickly	jump	between	important	sections	using	this	menu.	Instead	of	being	saved	on	your	clipboard	to	be	pasted	later,	when	you	copy	text,	CourseSmart	pulls	it	out	in	a	pop	up	window	and	converts	it	to	plain	text.	As	someone	who	prefers
bulleted	lists	for	studying	instead	of	long	passages,	this	would	be	helpful	for	sifting	out	only	the	important	text	and	having	it	in	a	workable,	editable	format	right	in	the	eBook.	One	feature	I	was	disappointed	in	was	the	zoom	tool.	The	other	platforms	I’ve	seen	have	allowed	me	to	zoom	in	and	out	freely	on	any	part	of	the	page,	which	was	very	helpful	in
the	science	texts	which	often	have	large	diagrams	or	charts.	However,	when	using	CourseSmart	on	the	web,	the	zoom	tool	simply	toggles	between	normal	view	and	a	slight	zoom,	probably	around	50%	larger.	A	weak	zoom	tool	is	certainly	not	a	deal	breaker,	but	it	is	more	than	made	up	for	by	two	features	CourseSmart	boasts	that	I	haven’t	seen
anywhere	else,	‘share’	and	‘print.’	Clicking	share	will	give	you	a	URL	to	copy	so	you	can	“share	this	link	with	your	instructor	or	classmates.”	When	your	classmate	opens	the	link,	they	are	able	to	view	the	page	you	shared	as	if	they	were	logged	into	your	CourseSmart	account.	The	best	thing	about	this	feature?	It	saves	your	highlights	and	notes	from
that	page.	This	is	the	kind	of	interactive	study	tool	I’ve	been	hoping	to	see	in	an	eBook.	Which	leads	me	to	the	next	great	study	feature.	CourseSmart	allows	you	to	print	up	to	a	10	page	passage	directly	from	your	web	browser.	Selecting	print	allows	you	to	select	a	start	page	(defaults	to	the	page	you	are	currently	viewing)	and	up	to	10	pages	after.	Just
like	sharing	a	page	through	a	link,	this	feature	also	preserves	highlights,	however	notes	are	not	printed	along	side	it.	PLATFORM	FEATURES	As	I	stated	above,	one	of	the	most	impressive	features	on	CourseSmart	is	the	ability	to	read	offline.	You	can	read	any	part	of	any	book	you’ve	rented	offline,	as	long	as	you	don’t	exceed	5	titles	checked	out	at	a
time.	Attempting	to	check	out	a	6th	title	will	prompt	you	to	check	in	one	of	your	other	books.	To	access	your	books	while	offline,	you	need	to	first	be	online.	From	your	bookshelf	you	can	select	‘read	now’	or	‘read	offline’	which	will	allow	you	to	check	off	which	chapters	you	want	to	download.	Being	a	big	fan	of	Google’s	web	browser	Chrome,	I	was
disappointed	that	offline	reading	is	only	supported	on	Firefox	version	3.6	and	higher.	I’ve	run	into	this	problem	with	other	services,	so	I	always	keep	Firefox	on	my	desktop,	but	with	so	many	browsers	our	there	it	seems	strange	to	only	support	one.	However,	after	you	download	the	chapter(s),	you	need	to	bookmark	the	offline	section	by	visiting
coursesmart.com/offlinebookshelf.	Then,	to	access	your	books	offline	you	simply	open	your	browser,	click	your	bookmark	for	offline	bookshelf	and	all	your	downloaded	titles	are	waiting	for	you.	Now	I	must	admit	that	complaining	about	the	offline	bookshelf’s	limited	availability	seems	silly	when	you	consider	the	fact	that	your	entire	online	bookshelf	is
available	through	ANY	web	browser	with	an	Internet	connection.	So	for	offline	I’m	stuck	with	Firefox,	but	for	online	I	can	read	from	Chrome,	Safari,	IE,	and	most	importantly	any	mobile	web	browser.	There	are	mobile	apps	for	Android	and	iOS	devices,	but	being	able	to	read	from	any	device	that	can	get	to	the	CourseSmart	website	seems	like	a	pretty
handy	feature.	Next,	it’s	important	to	note	the	inclusion	of	‘eResources’	with	certain	titles.	At	first	glance	I	assumed	this	would	be	similar	to	that	DVD	in	the	back	of	your	textbook	that	you	had	to	pay	an	extra	$30	for	but	never	end	up	using.	However,	while	the	eResource	component	of	CourseSmart	texts	delivers	valuable	extra	features,	but	they	are
features	that	are	already	embedded	in	the	text	on	other	platforms.	Features	like	online	homework,	quizzes	and	exercises,	simulations	and	videos	or	links	to	outside	websites	with	related	content.	To	me,	this	is	sort	of	missing	the	point	of	an	eBook.	These	features	are	separated	into	a	companion	DVD	for	most	print	textbooks	because	there’s	no	way	to
include	that	content	within	the	book.	But	eBooks	have	no	limits	to	the	kind	of	content	they	can	display	which	is	what	makes	them	so	exciting.	Being	able	to	tap	on	a	diagram	and	hear	a	professor	explain	photosynthesis,	or	spinning	a	chlorophyll	molecule	around	in	a	3D	image,	or	opening	full	screen	videos	that	literally	show	you	how	evolution	works	is
what	separates	eBooks	from	print	books.	Separating	these	features	into	a	seperate	eResource	section	seems	like	a	step	backwards	to	me.	CONCLUSIONS	Overall	I	enjoyed	using	CourseSmart.	They	have	most	of	the	standard	features	you’d	expect	from	an	eBook	and	it	was	simple	to	use	and	navigate	within	a	book.	I	was	disappointed	in	the	lack	of
multimedia	features	within	the	text,	but	the	study	features	like	printing	and	sharing	are	very	useful	and	not	available	elsewhere.	However	the	best	part	of	the	CourseSmart	platform	is	the	ability	to	read	on	or	offline,	and	the	variety	of	devices	you	can	access	your	books	from.	Being	restricted	to	the	iPad	on	other	platforms	is	like	print	books	in	that	you
only	have	the	one	copy,	but	CourseSmart	is	like	having	a	copy	anywhere	you	have	an	Internet	connection.	Since	I’ve	never	had	to	reference	any	of	my	school	books	after	I	was	finished	with	the	course,	the	idea	of	having	them	on	a	rental	basis	makes	a	lot	of	sense.	The	12	month	rental	period	is	handy	since	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	how	your
schedule	matches	up	to	the	rental	periods,	and	if	it	results	in	lower	prices	to	purchasing	the	eBook	outright	then	I’m	all	in.	I	think	CourseSmart	is	doing	a	lot	of	things	right,	and	they	have	a	very	solid	eTextbook	platform	that	covers	all	the	bases,	however	I	look	forward	to	watching	them	innovate	in	the	years	to	come	as	certain	features	become
industry	standards.	Page	7	In	the	process	of	purchasing	books,	there	are	two	very	important	distinctions	between	Inkling	and	Kno.	First,	Kno	has	a	15	day	return	guarantee	on	all	of	their	titles,	given	that	you	don’t	flip	past	a	certain	page	number	(for	my	chemistry	text	that	was	page	59).	Inkling	however	does	not	allow	returns	without	a	documented
problem	with	the	book	itself.	So	if	you’re	a	student	trying	to	decide	between	the	electronic	version	and	hard	copy	of	a	text,	you	have	to	commit	to	one	or	the	other.	However,	in	Inklings	defense,	you	are	able	to	buy	individual	chapters	out	of	books,	rather	than	all	at	once,	which	Kno	does	not	allow.	So	if	you	know	you’ll	only	need	a	chapter	or	two,	you
can	usually	pick	them	up	for	$3-$7	a	piece,	or	you	can	take	the	first	chapter	out	for	a	trial	run	before	purchasing	the	whole	book.	Also,	Inkling	offers	one	free	chapter	from	just	about	every	book	they	sell,	so	you	can	get	a	feel	for	how	beneficial	the	book	will	be	before	deciding	to	spend	any	money	at	all.	For	this	review	I	browsed	free	chapters	from
several	books	in	several	disciplines	to	get	a	feel	for	how	the	varying	Inkling	features	are	used.	Just	like	the	Chemistry	book	from	Kno,	I	feel	that	the	Inkling	features	were	best	presented	in	the	science	texts,	hence	most	of	the	images	you	will	see	are	from	Biology,	Ninth	Edition	by	Kenneth	A.	Mason.	So	lets	dive	into	what	Inkling	has	to	offer.
INTERFACE:	The	Inkling	home	screen	is	just	as	simple	and	easy	to	use	as	you’d	expect	anything	for	the	iPad	to	be.	All	your	purchased	books	are	displayed	as	large	tiles	that	you	can	tap	to	launch	the	book.	Want	to	get	another	book?	Easy,	just	tap	the	giant	‘Add	content’	tile,	or	click	the	‘Inkling	Store’	link	at	the	bottom.	Books	can	easily	be
downloaded	within	the	app	as	a	whole	or	by	the	chapter.	One	interesting	feature	accessed	from	the	home	screen	is	the	‘Community’	section.	From	here	you	can	find	and	follow	other	Inkling	users	to	see	what	they	are	reading	and	exchange	notes.	As	an	individual	user	this	is	a	bit	of	a	novelty,	however	if	you	are	working	with	a	group	it	will	make
sharing	notes	simpler	than	ever.	After	selecting	a	book,	navigation	within	it	is	very	simple.	Chapters	are	displayed	as	images	and	selecting	one	allows	you	to	scroll	through	each	section	(Chapter	5.1,	5.2,	5.3	ect.)	with	details	on	what	is	contained	within	each	sub	section.	This	is	an	advantage	over	Kno,	with	which	you	must	scroll	from	the	start	of	a
chapter	to	find	a	particular	section.	It	also	allows	you	to	skip	directly	to	video	and	other	multimedia	content	contained	within	each	section.	Once	you’ve	found	your	appropriate	chapter	and	you’ve	begun	reading,	the	dynamic	features	of	Inkling	really	begin	to	show.	First	lets	start	with	the	video	content,	because	there	is	a	lot	of	it.	Nearly	every	section
in	my	biology	book	had	at	least	one	video	explaining	a	theory	or	process,	such	as	the	one	below	describing	photosynthesis.	Others	are	interviews	with	experts	in	the	field,	describing	principles	in	their	own	words.	There	are	also	audio	recordings	of	experts	designed	to	enhance		certain	passages,	and	as	an	auditory	learner,	hearing	someone	explain	a
complex	idea	is	much	easier	to	digest	than	reading	a	block	of	text	for	me.	Also,	any	images,	charts	or	diagrams	in	the	text	can	be	expanded	with	one	tap	for	easier	viewing.	Similar	to	Kno,	Inkling	makes	use	of	3D	Models	like	this	one	pictured	below	of	a	chlorophyll	molecule.	Slide	shows	also	offer	a	concise	way	to	view	a	series	of	related	images,	like
following	a	caterpillar	as	it	builds	it’s	cocoon.	‘Guided	tours’	also	enhance	static	images	by	giving	pop	up	explanations	at	each	point	in	a	diagram,	all	at	the	tap	of	a	finger.	When	it	comes	to	the	plain	text	of	the	book,	you	have	several	standard	options	like	highlighting,	copy	and	search.	You	can	also	make	use	of	Inkling’s	‘notebook’	feature	which	allows
you	to	take	post-it	style	notes	connected	to	any	amount	of	highlighted	text.	All	these	notes	are	stored	directly	on	the	page,	as	well	as	organized	into	you	notebook	for	quick	reference	later.	From	the	notebook	you	can	also	view	notes	other	students	you	are	connected	have	made	on	the	same	material.	I	was	only	able	to	view	notes	from	Inkling	controlled
accounts,	but	this	served	to	demonstrate	the	value	of	sharing	notes	(as	long	as	other	students	have	something	intelligent	to	contribute).	Something	I	found	very	useful	was	the	‘define’	tool,	which	will	look	up	a	dictionary	definition	of	any	highlighted	word.	I’m	sad	to	say	that	if	you	want	to	define	a	phrase,	like	ATP	Synapse,	you’re	out	of	luck,	but	for
individual	words	it	works	very	well	and	doesn’t	require	you	to	leave	the	text	since	the	definition	displays	as	a	pop-up	bubble	above	the	word.	CONCLUSIONS:	Inkling	is	a	strong	leader	in	eReaders	when	it	comes	to	features	and	navigation.	I	found	the	interface	extremely	intuitive	and	simple	to	navigate.	As	someone	who	made	it	a	mission	to	never	by	a
textbook	unless	I	absolutely	had	to,	purchasing	only	the	chapters	you	need	makes	a	lot	of	sense	to	me.	As	you	might	expect	you	don’t	save	any	money	if	you	buy	the	whole	text	one	chapter	at	a	time,	but	if	you	only	want	a	few	it’s	a	great	bargain.	That	said,	I’m	disappointed	that	Inkling	is	so	strict	about	their	return	policy.	Obviously	if	you	have	a	serious
issue	with	your	text	they	are	going	to	work	with	you,	but	what	if	you	got	the	wrong	version	(like	I	did	when	purchasing	from	Kno)	or	you	bought	your	eBook	before	the	semester	and	then	found	little	use	for	it?	Personally	I	think	having	very	strict	guidelines	for	returns	makes	more	sense	than	ruling	them	out	all	together.	Overall	I	think	Inkling	as	a
platform	is	a	strong	leader	in	eReaders	for	textbooks	because	it’s	interface	is	so	elegant	and	easy	to	use.	However	the	catalog	of	available	titles	offered	by	Inkling	is	small	and	growing,	with	many	titles	listed	as	‘coming	soon.’	That	said,	if	you’re	one	to	commit	to	a	platform,	you	may	want	to	check	first	to	make	sure	enough	of	your	required	titles	are
available	before	purchasing	your	first	book.	Page	8	There	is	a	lot	of	excitement	in	the	academic	world	about	the	use	of	electronic	textbooks	in	the	classroom.	Teachers	are	excited	about	the	potential	of	this	technology	to	enhance	learning	through	the	use	of	multimedia	and	interactive	features.	Students	are	excited	about	the	potential	for	eBooks	to
bring	down	the	enormous	textbook	costs	they	face	every	term.	However,	what	people	are	so	excited	about	is	still	just	potential.	Some	of	it	has	come	into	being,	but	a	lot	has	yet	to	be	realized.	So	with	that	in	mind,	I	set	out	to	try	the	different	ebook	platforms	for	myself.		So	many	in	the	media	are	just	reprinting	stories	and	features	but	I	question	if	they
have	picked	up	the	device	and		actually	tried	it.		I	know	I	hadn’t…but	now	I	have!	When	choosing	electronic	textbooks	you	have	to	first	choose	a	platform	to	purchase	them	from.	For	the	test	I	chose	to	go	with	Kno.com,	since	it	boasts	one	of	the	largest	catalogs	and	claims	to	be	“#1	in	eTextbooks.”	Next	is	selecting	the	device	to	read	your	textbooks	on,
and	with	Kno	you	have	some	choices.	You	can	read	your	books	on	the	web	through	any	web	browser,	right	on	your	Facebook	account	through	a	custom	Kno	application,	or	on	your	iPad	by	downloading	the	Kno	app	from	iTunes.	For	the	sake	of	portability	and	their	rising	popularity	I	chose	to	read	my	textbooks	on	my	iPad.	It’s	important	to	note	that	not
all	books	are	available	on	all	platforms	as	I	learned	the	hard	way	since	the	text	I	selected	is	only	available	on	iPad	(possibly	because	of	the	3D	features).	This	is	noted	in	the	book	description,	so	if	multiple	platforms	are	important	to	you,	make	sure	you	read	all	the	notes	on	the	screen.	The	textbook	I	purchased	was	Chemistry,	eighth	edition	by	Steven
S.	Zumdahl	and	Susan	A.	Zumdahl.	Why	chemistry?	There	are	few	classes	that	require	more	time	with	your	nose	in	the	text	than	sciences,	and	for	me	chemistry	was	always	the	most	difficult,	so	there	you	go.	Also,	this	is	one	of	5	books	Kno	offers	that	feature	3D	modeling	technology,	which	is	something	I	just	had	to	see	for	myself.		After	creating	an
account,	downloading	the	Kno	app	on	my	iPad	and	then	downloading	the	rather	large	textbook	file,	I	was	ready	to	go.	Interface:	Right	away	I	was	impressed	with	the	app	interface.	It	took	a	little	while	to	figure	out	their	organization	structure,	but	even	without	digging	into	it	you	can	immediately	find	all	your	purchased	textbooks	on	the	home	screen.
Their	organization	makes	it	easy	to	find	a	book	you’re	looking	for	if	you	have	several	by	dividing	them	by	course	and	your	courses	by	term.	If	your	textbooks	typically	have	post	it	notes	spilling	out	of	them	and	every	page	is	covered	in	color	coded	highlighter	marks,	then	you’re	in	luck.	Highlighting	text	in	your	e-book	is	just	as	easy	as	and	less	messy
than	in	your	paper	version,	it’s	just	a	tap	and	drag	motion,	much	like	unlocking	the	home	screen	on	your	iPad	or	iPhone.	You	can	select	one	of	4	colors	and	attach	a	sticky	note	that	is	anchored	to	that	specific	selection.	Being	accurate	with	your	highlighting	is	difficult,	and	it	may	take	a	few	tries	to	select	exactly	the	text	you’re	after,	but	this	is	more	a
problem	with	touch	screens	in	general	than	the	Kno	app	specifically.	If	you’ll	be	doing	lots	of	highlighting,	it	might	be	smart	to	invest	in	a	stylus	for	more	accurate	selections.	In	addition	to	yellow	sticky	notes	that	are	specific	to	the	highlighted	text	they	are	anchored	to,	you	can	write	blue	sticky	notes	at	any	time	and	leave	them	attached	to	the	page
you	are	on.	This	makes	for	quick	reference	later	when	you	are	flipping	through	looking	for	a	specific	notation.	Reviewing	your	own	notes	is	made	even	easier	by	the	Journal	feature	which	allows	you	to	view	all	highlighted	text	and	sticky	notes,	along	with	a	thumbnail	of	the	page	they	are	attached	to.	This	makes	for	quick	reference	and	definitely	beats
flipping	from	page	to	page	looking	for	that	one	line	of	text.	However,	if	you	notate	incessantly	it	might	be	just	as	difficult	to	find	any	one	note	when	flipping	through	a	multitude	Journal	entries.	You	can	also	book	mark	pages	with	one	tap,	and	move	between	book	marks	quickly	and	easily.	One	thing	I	found	interesting	is	that	at	this	time	you	cannot
transfer	notes,	bookmarks	or	highlights	between	platforms.	That	means	when	you	take	notes	on	one	platform,	iPad	in	my	case,	you	cannot	access	any	of	that	information	when	viewing	on	the	web	or	Facebook.	Based	on	the	warning	message	I	got	(above)	it	sounds	like	this	is	something	that	will	be	changed	in	the	future.	I	certainly	hope	they	find	a	way
to	transfer	notations	between	platforms,	otherwise	you	are	pretty	much	locked	into	using	whichever	platform	you	begin	taking	notes	in	first.	With	science	books	that	use	lots	of	charts,	graphs	and	tables,	the	zoom	feature	is	pretty	handy,	however	on,	say,	history	books	it	wouldn’t	be	quite	as	useful	as	you’ll	probably	read	the	whole	book	at	the	native
resolution.	However,	say	you’re	looking	through	a	digital	history	text	for	sections	about	the	battle	of	Normandy,	instead	of	skimming	the	index	you	can	search	for	it.	You	can	easily	search	from	the	app	either	by	using	the	search	bar	at	the	top,	or	by	highlighting	words	or	phrases.	You	get	the	options	to	search	the	entire	book,	search	the	web	or	directly
search	Wikipedia,	which	is	my	usual	go	to	for	in-depth	explanation.	Quiz	Me:	Quiz	Me	is	a	beta	feature	which	allows	you	to	quickly	quiz	yourself	on	any	table,	graph	or	chart	in	the	book.	This	feature	is	accessed	by	double	tapping	the	section	in	question	which	will	bring	up	a	pop	up	quiz.		The	quiz	works	by	blacking	out	text	in	the	selected	table	and
allowing	you	to	‘fill	in	the	blanks’	from	a	list	of	all	the	omitted	lines.	However	the	first	time	I	tried	this	it	asked	me	to	fill	in	the	title	of	the	table,	but	did	not	turn	the	actual	data	of	the	table	into	‘fill	in	the	blank’	questions.	I	had	the	opposite	problem	when	I	turned	the	periodic	table	into	a	quiz	since	it	blacked	out	every	bit	of	text	on	the	page,	making
each	a	selectable	answer.	So	when	I	went	to	fill	in	the	info	for	Helium,	I	had	to	scroll	through	about	200	lines	of	answers	to	find	the	ones	I	was	looking	for.	This	way	of	automatically	generating	a	quiz	based	on	the	content	you	are	reading	is	exactly	the	kind	of	innovative	feature	that	makes	eBooks	exciting	and	I’m	interested	to	see	how	it	advances	after
the	beta	testing	is	complete	and	some	of	the	kinks	are	worked	out.	Using	the	Book:	While	most	pages	seemed	like	normal	textbook	pages,	I	noticed	that	on	several	there	were	blacked	out	areas	where	images	were	supposed	to	be.	These	all	had	the	text	‘Image	not	available	due	to	copyright	restrictions’	in	the	center.	It’s	hard	to	say	exactly	how
detrimental	this	would	be	to	studying,	as	there	are	lots	of	images	in	any	textbook	that	are	just	added	visual	‘flavor’	without	any	real	value	and	I	would	assume	that	they	would	not	omit	anything	vital.	My	most	frustrating	complaint	is	with	the	app	stability.	Several	times	while	attempting	to	do	‘complicated’	gestures	like	double	tapping	to	zoom	or
swiping	too	quickly	between	pages	the	app	froze	and	crashed.	My	other	phone	and	iPad	apps	crash	on	me	all	the	time	and	it’s	something	many	of	us	have	come	to	expect	from	technology,	but	it	is	not	something	to	be	expected	from	a	book.	This	may	become	very	tiresome	during	a	marathon	study	session	in	the	library,	but	for	normal	use	it’s	a	minor
inconvenience	that	will	become	less	problematic	as	the	app	is	refined.	3D	Modeling:	Finally,	the	3D	modeling	technology	is	one	of	Kno’s	biggest	selling	points.	The	ability	to	tap	on	your	book	and	see	a	3D	version	of	a	chemical	compound	is	very	cool,	and	being	able	to	spin,	flip	and	zoom	into	it	is	a	lot	of	fun.	This	is	also	a	feature	that	I	feel	really	shows
off	the	potential	of	e-books	to	revolutionize	the	way	we	use	textbooks	to	study.	However,	the	usefulness	of	this	3D	modeling	is	subjective,	and	for	some	people,	like	me,	it	will	be	novel	to	play	with,	but	probably	doesn’t	add	any	value	to	your	understanding	of	the	subject	matter.	If	I	look	at	this	as	a	technology	that	has	room	to	improve	I	can	totally	see
how	this	may	be	useful	as	they	improve	it	with	future	versions.		Imagine	a	basic	biology	book	where	you	need	to	dissect	a	frog.		You	can	see	a	3d	model	of	the	frog	and	swipe	to	remove	sections,	spin	it	to	see	different	angles	and	really	peal	back	the	layers	as	you	dissect.	While	we	are	on	the	subject	of	3D,	I’d	like	to	point	out	something	about	Kno’s
return	policy.	I	specifically	chose	this	title	for	the	3D,	but	I	unintentionally	downloaded	the	regular,	non-3D	version	of	the	text.	After	flipping	through	and	not	seeing	any	3D	I	went	online	to	chat	with	Kno’s	customer	service	and	find	out	where	it	was.	After	downloading	the	book	himself	and	checking	for	me,	Tyler	(Kno’s	customer	service	rep)	informed
me	that	I	had	bought	the	wrong	copy.	He	quickly	processed	the	return	of	my	current	copy	and	sent	me	a	link	to	the	correct,	3D	enabled	copy	of	the	text.	Because	I	was	careful	not	to	go	past	a	certain	point	in	the	book	(page	59	for	this	book)	I	was	still	eligible	for	Kno’s	15	day	return	policy,	and	with	Tyler’s	help	it	was	a	painless	and	smooth	process.	So
if	you’re	skeptical	about	the	switch	to	digital,	you	have	2	weeks	to	take	the	eBook	to	class	and	try	it	out.	Conclusions:	Overall,	I	thought	the	Kno	app	was	easy	to	use	and	the	interface	was	very	intuitive.	Purchasing,	downloading	and	organizing	your	course	books	is	incredibly	simple	and	just	the	fact	that	you	don’t	have	to	carry	around	a	10lb	book	(or
several)	is	a	huge	bonus.	Many	of	the	features	that	make	Kno	better	than	an	other	eBook	app	are	still	in	beta	and	while	I	see	the	potential	of	them	really	having	an	impact	I	still	think	they	need	some	work.		The	basic	features	for	reading,	managing	notes	and	referring	back	to	martial	are	solid.		I	can	see	this	app	really	improving	overtime	as	some	of	the
bugs	are	worked	out	and	key	features	are	enhanced.	The	thoughts	represented	in	the	blog	are	soley	those	based	on	my	experience	with	the	book.		Kno	did	not	provide	me	with	a	free	copy	of	the	book	nor	did	they	ask	me	to	highlight	any	features.		As	I	review	more	options	that	a	student	has	I	will	look	to	compare	applications	to	one	another.	Page	9
You’ve	finally	made	it	to	college	and	you’re	a	few	weeks	into	classes.	Next	up	is	mid-terms	and	your	first	real	tests	at	a	college	level.	Maybe	you’re	a	rock	star	student,	maybe	you’re	in	the	library	day	and	night,	but	either	way	how	you	manage	your	time	and	stress	is	crucial.	Many	students	have	a	hard	time	with	this	because	unlike	high	school,	college
schedules	can	be	erratic	and	it	is	easy	to	get	distracted	by	all	the	various	campus	activities.	So	to	help	you	avoid	falling	behind	during	your	first	term,	we’ve	compiled	a	few	stress	and	time	management	tips	to	help	you	stay	on	top	of	your	game.	Stress:	Naps:	It	may	sound	simple	or	juvenile,	but	catching	a	quick	20	minute	power	nap	between	classes	is
an	easy	way	to	get	your	mind	in	the	right	place.	It’s	also	a	great	alternative	to	knocking	back	an	energy	drink	or	another	cup	of	coffee	which	will	only	leave	you	tired	again	in	a	few	hours.	Eat	Right:	When	things	get	busy,	your	diet	is	usually	the	first	thing	to	fall	by	the	way	side.	Grabbing	a	quick	burger	or	going	without	a	meal	may	seem	like	an	easy
way	to	save	time,	but	it	will	catch	up	to	you.	Eating	regular,	well	rounded	meals	consistently	will	keep	your	body	and	metabolism	on	a	regular	schedule	and	ultimately	give	you	more	energy.	Exercise:	It’s	hard	enough	to	work	out	when	you	have	the	time,	let	alone	when	you	are	slammed	with	homework	and	study	groups,	but	getting	some	form	of
exercise	every	day	will	help	you	tremendously.	Not	only	does	it	release	endorphins	which	lift	your	mood,	it	will	also	help	you	release	a	lot	of	the	pent	up	nervous	energy,,	causing	stress.	Play	Time:	Going	to	parties	is	a	regular	part	of	college,	but	that	shouldn’t	be	your	only	fun	activity.	Scheduling	something	fun	on	a	daily	basis	is	a	great	way	to	break
up	your	work	and	stay	motivated.	Playing	pick-up	games	at	the	gym,	a	few	quick	Halo	games	with	your	floor	mates	or	even	just	setting	down	the	text	book	and	picking	up	a	novel	are	great	ways	to	break	the	monotony	of	school	work	without	switching	gears	completely.	Time:	Organization:	With	so	much	going	on	at	college	and	so	little	structure,	it	can
be	hard	to	keep	all	the	balls	in	the	air	at	once.	Finding	a	system	that	works	for	you	is	a	trial	and	error	method,	but	once	you	find	one	it	will	save	you.	Maybe	you	are	all	digital	and	have	a	detailed	Google	Calendar	that	knows	every	minute	of	your	day.	You	might	go	analog	with	a	notebook	and	a	pen,	or	maybe	you’ve	got	a	wall	full	of	color	coded	post-it
notes.	Whatever	system	helps	you	keep	track	of	everything,	stick	to	it.	Studying:	You	might	be	one	of	those	academic	gods	who	never	need	to	study,	but	in	case	you’re	like	the	rest	of	us,	the	first	thing	is	to	find	a	place	to	study.	Be	it	the	library,	coffee	shop	or	your	dorm	basement,	having	a	place	that	is	just	about	studying	will	help	you	stay	focused	to
the	task.	Then,	schedule	time	for	studying	and	eliminate	distractions	like	Facebook	and	your	phone	to	help	you	make	the	most	of	your	time.	Lastly,	make	your	study	schedule	consistent	by	dedicating	the	same	window	in	your	day	to	studying.	Sleep:	Keeping	a	regular	sleep	schedule	is	very	difficult	in	college,	but	is	the	foundation	of	everything	you	do
day-to-day.	Sleep	usually	comes	last	on	a	long	list	of	things	you	need	to	do,	but	having	the	forethought	to	plan	out	a	‘hard	shut-off’	at	the	same	time	each	day	will	allow	your	body	to	adjust,	resulting	in	more	energy.	Remember,	extra	caffeine	in	the	morning	is	never	a	replacement	for	hours	of	sleep	lost	and	those	hours	will	catch	up	with	you	eventually,
they	always	do.	Homework:	Just	like	high	school,	college	is	full	of	homework	and	term	papers.	Also	like	high	school,	planning	out	the	time	to	work	on	these	projects,	and	doing	so	in	advance	of	the	due	date	is	crucial.	Homework	‘binges’	are	all	too	common	place	in	college,	and	do	little	to	produce	good	work	and	only	create	more	stress.	Instead,	of
biting	off	a	whole	side	of	beef,	break	each	task	down	into	smaller,	bite	sized	portions.	Then	plan	out	when	you	will	attack	each	portion	so	that	you	have	enough	time	to	review	your	work	and	turn	it	in	on-time	and	with	confidence.	Also	keep	in	mind	that	college	classes	typically	do	not	have	daily	or	even	weekly	assignments,	and	in	some	you	may	only
turn	in	a	couple	papers	to	base	your	grade	off	of.	With	these	types	of	classes	it	is	even	more	important	that	you	start	assignments	in	advance.	Set	reminder	to	let	you	know	when	you	need	to	put	a	task	on	your	radar,	even	if	it’s	a	few	weeks	in	advance.	Remember,	you	may	not	be	able	to	control	how	hectic	or	crazy	your	college	schedule	and	classes
are,	but	you	can	control	how	you	deal	with	the	stress.	Don’t	underestimate	your	workload	or	overestimate	your	abilities,	it	is	always	better	to	finish	with	time	to	spare	then	to	be	rushing	at	the	last	minute.	In	the	end	it’s	really	all	about	staying	on	top	of	things.	Every	time	you	put	something	off,	be	it	a	paper,	a	meal,	sleep,	exercise,	it	will	catch	up	with
you	in	some	way.	So	show	your	stress	who’s	boss	and	make	your	time	work	hard	for	you.	Page	10At	CampusBooks,	we’ve	long	held	that	searching	all	of	your	options	helps	you	find	the	best	deal.	That’s	the	whole	point	behind	CampusBooks,	and	it’s	why	textbook	comparison	was	a	big	deal	for	the	past	few	years.	This	year,	however,	is	the	“season	of	the
e-book,”	with	Amazon	Kindle	Rental	and	apps	like	the	Kno	making	the	digital	textbook	the	new	big	thing.	I’ve	talked	about	it	extensively,	and	we	set	out	to	find	out	just	how	much	it	would	“change	the	game.”	What	we	found	was	that,	first	and	foremost,	that	Amazon	Kindle	Rental	may	have	great	prices,	but	the	availability	is	lacking.		This	got	me
thinking:	we’ve	long	compared	traditional	textbook	prices.	Why	is	no	one	doing	the	same	for	e-books?	Are	students	supposed	to	manually	search	each	site,	take	each	service’s	promise	of	the	best	availability	and	lowest	price?	That’s	why	I’m	happy	to	announce	that	CampusBooks	is	now	offering	an	e-book	price	comparison	search.	Now	students	can	not
only	see	who	is	offering	their	textbooks	in	digital	form,	but	who	has	the	best	prices,	too.	That	first	question,	who	is	offering	books,	is	an	important	one.	We	found	that	Amazon	Kindle	Rental	had	only	18	of	the	top	100	textbooks	for	back	to	school.	With	new	access	to	these	databases,	we	were	able	to	ask:	what	about	the	top	seven	retailers?	And	the	top
1000	textbooks?	We	explored	CourseSmart,	Barnes	&	Noble,	Kno,	Textbooks.com,	Cengage	Brain,	Amazon	Kindle	purchases,	and	eBooks.com,	the	seven	sites	students	will	be	able	to	search	on	CampusBooks.	The	results?	Not	so	good,	as	Mashable	reiterated:	CourseSmart:	82%	of	the	top	1000	books	available	Barnes	&	Noble:	46.6%	Kno:	43.6%
Textbooks.com:	24.2%	Cengage	Brain:	23.1%	Amazon	Kindle	(ebook	purchases,	not	rental):	14.9%	eBooks.com:	0.2%	What’s	the	lesson	here?	Like	I’ve	said	before:	e-textbooks	have	a	ways	to	go	before	they	“revolutionize”	the	industry.	These	numbers	will	go	up,	sure,	but	for	now,	students	have	to	continue	to	search	for	the	best	deal	across	all
platforms.	I	also	thought	I	would	add	a	bit	of	commentary	on	the	data,	to	answer	some	questions	we’ve	been	faced	with.	1)	How	did	you	choose	your	list?		The	data	is	based	on	the	top	1000	books	based	on	demand.		While	I	agree	this	is	a	limited	number	it	should	give	a	general	picture	of	what	is	happening.	2)	Why	is	CourseSmart	so	popular	with	these
titles?		That	is	a	great	question.		Remember	that	CourseSmart	has	always	had	go	penetration	with	Pearson	titles	and	many	of	their	titles	are	high	demand	books.	3)	Do	you	think	these	numbers	would	hold	true	if	you	looked	at	more	books?		I	am	not	sure.		My	guess	is	that	while	some	numbers	would	go	up,	like	Kno,	other	would	go	down,	like
CourseSmart.	4)	What	is	your	conclusion?		As	stated	above,	the	year	of	eBooks	is	upon	us.		It	is	still	to	be	determined	if	students	want	these	books	or	will	buy	them.		Do	they	have	the	bite	to	go	with	the	bark!		Students	need	to	take	time	and	research	the	books	they	need	to	see	what	options	they	have.		Only	an	informed	student	can	save	big	money
when	it	comes	to	time	buying	textbooks.	Our	next	step	is	to	explore	price	comparisons,	similar	to	the	reports	we’ve	released	in	the	past.	It	will	be	interesting	to	see	if	availability	is	tied	to	price,	and	if	there	are	any	clear	leaders	in	the	e-textbook	market	for	both	price	and	availability.	Page	11	This	is	the	final	post	in	a	three-part	interview	with	Eric
Frank,	the	founder	and	president	of	Flat	World	Knowledge,	a	leader	in	open-source	and	digital	textbooks.	You	can	find	first	part	of	our	interview	here	and	the	second	here.	The	biggest	points	brought	up	this	week	were:	PUBLISHING	PROCESS	COSTS:		“I	think	that	at	some	point	the	real	pain	in	the	industry	is	having	to	invest	a	lot	in	switching	to
getting	a	publishing	process	that	gets	your	costs	down	dramatically	that	allows	you	to	price	at	a	very	different	price	point	for	digital.”	CREDIBILITY	OF	EBOOKS:	“I	also	think	that	the	online	industry	is	missing	a	rating/credibility	system,	as	you	alluded	to.	There’s	nothing	besides	professor’s	choosing	by	adoption,	nothing	tells	a	teacher	what’s	a	better
version	of	a	basic	algebra	book	out	there	is.”	Jeff	Cohen,	The	Textbook	Guru:	How	is	your	pricing	in	comparison	to	a	new	or	a	used	book?	Eric	Frank,	Flat	World	Knowledge:	By	and	large	our	e-books	are	priced	at	25	dollars,	so	for	that	e-book	you	pay	25.	For	a	black	and	white	book	you	pay	35	and	for	a	color	book	you	pay	70.	So	for	an	audio	book	you
play	about	39	dollars	depending	on	the	book.	So	that’s	where	we	are	at.	So	by	and	large	certainly	the	black	and	white	book	will	always	be	less	then	any	other	book	than	any	other	option	on	the	market.	Color	book	sort	of	becomes	competitive	with	used	book	prices	generally	on	a	color	book.	JC:	So	is	there	any	resale	market	with	the	Flat	World	book.	If



a	school	is	readopting	it,	is	there	technically	a	used	version	that	could	be	available?	EF:	Yeah,	we’re	definitely	seeing	some	used	book	activity.	Certainly	dramatically	less	then	what	we	were	seeing	when	I	was	at	Pearson	or	Cengage,	but	we	definitely	do	see	local	resale.	JC:	You’re	finding	that	the	bookstores	are	including	those	as	buy	back	pieces
when	they	are	developing	their	buy	back	catalog?	EF:	Idiosyncratically,	we	are	definitely	seeing	some	bookstores	opt	out	for	reasoning’s	ranging	from	the	low	price	to	begin	with—by	the	time	you	re-buy	it	and	resell	the	margins	are	too	thin—to	fear	of	customization	over	the	summer,	the	replacement	of	the	old	version.	We’re	seeing	some	stores
exclusively	opt	out,	and	we’re	seeing	some	stores	exclusively	opt	in	to	include	them	in	the	buy	back.	JC:	How	do	you	think	the	market	is	going	to	shake	out	in	terms	of	the	difference	in	Merlot,	Connections,	MIT	OpenCourseWare,	Global	Text	Project,	College	Open	Text	Project,	WikiBooks,	Google	Books,	and	Project	Gutenberg?	I	think	your	product
stands	in	a	little	different	category	than	those.	But	the	amount	of	information	that	is	being	provided	in	the	open	course	arena	has	dramatically	expanded—how	do	you	see	this	all	playing	out?	What’s	the	future	of	the	physical	textbook?	EF:	You	know	I	agree	with	the	statement.	We	tried	to	create	a	new	category	because	historically	they	had	traditional
print,	and	now	traditional	e-book,	and	then	you’ve	got	on	the	other	side,	open	content	and	open	textbook.	I	do	think	those	open	textbooks	have	been	kind	of	community	generated.	I	by	and	large	believe	that	the	quality	of	the	author	makes	a	big	difference	to	the	end	user—who	that	author	is,	what	process	that	book	has	went	through,	whether	it’s	been
edited,	peer	reviewed.	Has	it	been	professionally	illustrated?	Is	it	on	a	stable	platform	where	I	can	count	on	it	being	there?	Are	there	other	test	banks	with	supplements	available	with	it?	Are	there	customer	service	reps	I	can	call?	I	think	all	those	things	matter	a	lot	when	you	try	to	move	from	the	fringes	of	a	movement	to	penetrating	the	mainstream	of
the	market.	It’s	a	lot	like	Linux–you	know	it	certainly	had	a	wide	usage	but	it	was	on	the	fringes	of	kind	of	the	expert	programmer	who	wanted	to	sit	at	home	and	do	hacking	and	didn’t	want	the	operating	system	to	be	a	black	box.	There	was	one	place,	Red	Hat	came	around,	and	we’ll	put	this	commercial	flavor	of	this,	we’ll	debug	it,	make	sure	it’s
stable,	we’ll	host	it	for	periods	of	time,	we’ll	do	new	releases,	we’ll	help	you	install	it,	we’ll	help	you	with	customer	service	if	it	fails,	we’ll	help	you	do	custom	installs	at	your	business,	and	then	Linux	bought	a	multi-billion	dollar	business	and	had	the	biggest	IPO	in	history,	and	now	Linux	is	sitting	on	half	the	boxes	out	there.	So	I	think	Flat	World	is	the
Red	Hat	of	the	publishing	world,	and	I	think	that	more	commercial	open	models	will	follow,	and	will	help	penetrate	the	mainstream	of	the	market	more	quickly.	I	think	that	print	has	some	staying	power.	There	are	lot	of	different	prognostications	on	that.	There	are	a	lot	of	good	reasons	for	print	to	hang	around	for	a	while.	It	has	good	battery	life,	no
DRM;	it’s	got	no	screen	glare.	It	is	easy	to	share.	A	lot	of	reasons—people	know	how	to	use	it;	it’s	easy	to	bookmark.	I	think	there	will	be	a	print	market	for	some	time.	But	I	do	agree	with	the	general	position	out	there,	probably	five	years	from	today,	while	the	dominant	sales	will	be	attributed	to	the	print	sales,	the	trajectory	will	be	entirely	digitally
driven	from	the	market	place.	I	think	that	will	create	real	shifts	in	the	way	in	which	people	have	to	think	about	digital.	I	think	for	the	big	guys	the	big	challenge	is	print	first	publishing	process	in	architecture	that	today	means	to	produce	digital	books	is	an	added	cost	on	top	of	producing	a	print	book.	I	think	that	at	some	point	the	real	pain	in	the
industry	is	having	to	invest	a	lot	in	switching	to	getting	a	publishing	process	that	gets	your	costs	down	dramatically	that	allows	you	to	price	at	a	very	different	price	point	for	digital.	I	think	the	industry	is	going	to	try	to	produce	e-books	at	a	very	high	price	point.	Because	if	you	embed	lots	of	Gigamo’s,	I	think	they’re	looking	for	the	information,	so	I
think	the	price	pressure	on	digital	is	going	to	be	severely	down,	and	it’s	going	to	force	publishers	to	figure	out	how	to	either	adapt	their	cost	structures	or	start	to	pay	a	real	price	for	that.	JC:	Yeah	I	would	agree.	Obviously	when	I	first	started	in	digital	eight	years	ago	with	MBS,	we	did	the	Universal	Digital	Textbook	Project,	which	is	still	alive	today,
but	that	was	bringing	the	e-book	into	the	college	bookstore.	And	I	remember	thinking	at	that	point	in	time	that	the	only	interest–this	is	still	my	belief,	although	I	think	the	belief	has	changed	over	time–back	then	the	biggest	interest	the	publisher	had	in	e-books	as	a	tool	was	to	eliminate	comp	copies.	Publishers	really	looked	at	the	e-books	and	said,
“wait,	if	I	can	give	out	5,000	e-book	copies	instead	of	5,000	print	copies	I	just	removed	5,000	used	books	from	the	market	place	that	are	in	the	market	before	my	book	even	hits	the	shelf.”	There	were	the	professors	who	were	like	“I’ll	never	review	an	e-book.”	I	don’t	really	understand,	but	I	am	sure	the	attitude	has	changed	in	seven	years.		And	then	I
think	the	attitude	the	publishers	have	had	is	that	our	content	is	so	valuable	and	proprietary,	we’re	not	going	to	let	what	happened	to	the	music	industry	and	we’re	not	going	to	let	Amazon	do	what	e-textbooks	did	with	what	they	did	with	e-books,	right?	Where	they	were	literally	selling	them	for	then	their	costs	to	get	people	to	buy	their	devices.	And
now	you	don’t	have	to	be	one	of	the	big	six	publishers	to	publish	a	book,	get	adoptions	and	have	use.	I	was	talking	to	the	guys	over	at	Center	of	Mathematics	the	other	and	I	think	they’ve	got	a	really	neat	program	for	calculus.	They	don’t	go	beyond	the	three	calculus	books	that	they	have,	but	I	thought	it	was	really	cool	for	calculus.	But	how	do	you
remove	Stewart	calculus	from	the	marketplace?	They’re	going	up	from	such	a	dominant	position	from	the	print	side,	it’s	almost	kind	of	like	I	said	to	you	about	Flat	World	at	the	beginning:	they	should	go	after	being	a	supplement	to	someone	who	is	taking	a	Stewart	Calculus	book	because	there	price	point	is	so	cheap.	They’re	almost	like	a	hands-on
tutor	for	Stewart	Calculus.	I	also	think	that	the	online	industry	is	missing	a	rating/credibility	system,	as	you	alluded	to.	There’s	nothing	besides	professor’s	choosing	by	adoption,	nothing	tells	a	teacher	what’s	a	better	version	of	a	basic	algebra	book	out	there	is—do	you	use	Deacon	Academy?	Do	you	use	Flat	World	Knowledge?	Do	you	use	something
from	the	MIT	Course	works?	It	can	be	a	very	daunting	task	as	a	professor	to	move	to	a	new	digital	world—it’s	kind	of	like	when	I	graduated	college	in	1997,	my	last	year	we	were	using	the	internet,	and	I	remember	there	were	all	these	rules	about	what	was	considered	a	good	internet	resource	or	what	wasn’t	considered	an	internet	resource.	And	you
had	to	limit	the	use	of	Internet	resources.	I’m	sure	that’s	still	an	issue	in	college,	although	there	is	a	much	better	understanding	of	what	a	quality	website	is	versus	Yahoo	Answers.	It’s	just	anyone	who	gave	the	answer;	it	doesn’t	count	as	a	credible	authority	in	this	space.	I	haven’t	really	seen	anyone	who’s	stepped	up	into	the	ratings	piece	of	this,	the
“bizz”	rate	if	you	will,	or	the	bizarre	voice	of	higher	education	e-books.	It	will	be	interesting	to	see	how	that	plays	out	I	also	think	it’s	going	to	be	very	interesting	to	see—like	you	had	mentioned—if	the	learning	device	get’s	big	enough,	you	guys	would	be	willing	to	put	your	content	on	it.	That’s	the	choice	you	have	to	make	when	you	are	building	an
Inkling,	a	vital	source,	a	Café	Scribe,	you	know	any	of	these	learning	tools	that	are	out	there.	You	got	a	great	tool	out	there,	but	now	you	got	to	get	content.	EF:	Yeah	exactly,	that’s	why	I	think	for	us—I	like	the	place	we	are	in.	We	think	of	ourselves	as	a	disruptive	content	business.	And	when	we	were	going	out	and	doing	fundraising,	we	raised	about
30	million	in	venture	capital	in	the	last	couple	of	years,	so	we’ve	done	a	lot	of	it,	and	we	were	talking	to	investors	where	we	showed	this	graphic	and	it	sort	of	shows	you	know	you	got	an	author,	that’s	where	the	process,	the	value	of	creation,	begins,	I	forget	the	publisher	role	for	a	minute,	it	turns	into	a	book,	a	faculty	member	who	adopts	it	and	then
it	goes	to	a	student.	I	draw	a	line	between	faculty	and	students	and	I	look	over	at	students	and	I	say,	over	there,	there	are	over	a	million	players	lining	up	for	where	the	student	is	going	to	buy	the	book,	whether	that’s	Amazon,	e-bay,	Craigslist,	Apple,	iStore,	wherever.	A	million	people	vying	for	how	that’s	going	to	get	purchased,	and	then	you	move
over	and	who’s	going	to	make	the	adoption	decision	today?	The	only	ones	going	after	that	business	should	be	the	publishers,	and	what	we	are	trying	to	do	is	to	build	a	disruptive	content	play	to	get	the	decision.	Once	it	goes	to	the	student	,	our	content,	we	don’t	get	it	if	it	gets	monetized	for	Flat	World	Knowledge.com,	in	the	college	book	store,	via	the
e-pub	file	on	the	iPad,	the	relationship	with	Inkling,	whoever.	At	that	point	we’ll	let	this	thing	go	where	they	want	to	go	to	make	their	purchases	and	hopefully	we’re	in	a	lot	of	those	places.	Page	12	For	our	Move	to	Digital	series,	we	are		featuring	a	few	articles	from	Katherine	Molina,	the	first	of	which	was	published	last	week.	Katherine	is	a	recent
M.B.A.	graduate	from	the	MIT	Sloan	School	of	Management,	where	she	studied	the	business	of	innovation,	education	and	entrepreneurship.	She	lives	in	New	York	City.			In	order	to	understand	the	textbook’s	transition	to	digital	formats,	we	should	understand	what	digital	options	are	available	today	and	how	they	interact	with	print	alternatives.
Focusing	on	U.S.	college	markets	and	setting	aside	the	digital	“extras”	(websites,	datasets,	extra	tutorials	and	case	studies,	etc.)	that	come	with	or	supplement	textbooks	right	now,	the	typical	options	for	full-length	textbooks	right	now	fall	into	one	of	the	following	buckets:	Option	Typical	price	Where	to	buy	Purchase	a	new	print	textbook	High,
typically	between	80-100%	of	SRP	Brick-and-mortar	stores,	publisher	websites,	retail	websites	Purchase	a	used	print	textbook	Low	to	moderate,	depending	on	age	and	condition.	15-75%	of	SRP.	Brick-and-mortar	stores,	retail	websites,	exchange	websites,	student	listservs	and	personal	connections	Rent	a	print	textbook	(new	or	used,	no	guarantee)
Low,	usually	hovering	at	40-45%	of	SRP	for	one	term	use.	Price	varies	with	length	of	rental.	Online	rental	and	textbook-specific	websites	(Chegg,	BookRenter,	etc.),	and	a	growing	number	of	on-campus	college	bookstores	Purchase	an	eTextbook	Mid-high	range,	varies	by	site.	Online	retailers,	publisher	websites,	and	some	in-store	pilot	programs	at
Barnes	&	Noble-operated	campus	bookstores	through	the	NookStudy	program.	“Rent”	an	eTextbook	Lower	range,	varies	by	site	and	by	length	of	rental	term	(most	often	140-180	days,	ranges	from	60-540	days)	This	week,	I	sat	down	with	Eric	Frank,	the	founder	and	president	of	Flat	World	Knowledge.	Eric	has	over	11	years	of	astounding	success	in
higher	education	publishing	before	breaking	the	mold	with	Flat	World	Knowledge.	If	you	haven’t	heard	about	them,	its	about	time	you	did.	They	are	changing	the	textbook	game,	leading	the	pack	in	digital	open	and	free	college	textbooks.	This	is	the	first	part	of	a	three-part	discussion	with	Eric,	also	available	below	in	Podcast	form	below,	about	our
experience	with	digital	and	how	it’s	rapidly	changing	the	textbook	environment.	The	biggest	points	brought	up:	OPEN	SOURCE	CONTENT:		“That’s	a	big	debate	in	the	context	of	80%	of	jobs	in	2020	are	requiring	degrees	and	40%	of	people	will	have	them.	What	barriers	can	we	remove	and	just	the	whole	question	of	free	content	in	whatever
publishing	or	information	field	you	are	in,	what	is	that	about—open	systems	and	open	source	supplies	for	more	and	more	things”	THE	COST	OF	DIGITAL:	“I	think	people	are	looking	to	technology	to	keep	costs	down,	and	I	think	that	it	is	often	over	looked	in	the	tech	debate	but	probably	one	of	the	greatest	reasons	tech	gets	adopted	across	lots	and	lots
of	markets—cause	it’s	driving	costs	of	things	way	down.”	DIGITAL	PLATFORMS:	“I	actually	think	of	open	content	being	more	of	the	‘car,’	and	the	things	like	Blackboard	delivery	or	Inkling	delivery	on	an	iPad	as	being	more	of	the	highway	that	it	is	driving	on.	I’m	not	sure	that	they	are	mutually	exclusive.”	WHERE	CHANGE	WILL	HAPPEN:	“If	the
question	is	‘where	digital	will	be	implemented	faster,’	it	probably	will	be	higher	ed.”	Continue	reading	With	the	Move	to	Digital	as	our	theme	recently,	it	was	about	time	The	Textbook	Guru	got	a	more	web-savvy	makeover,	too!	As	you	can	see,	TheTextbookGuru.com	has	a	shiny	new	look.	This	redesign	not	only	makes	it	easier	for	you	to	navigate	past
posts,	but	connect	and	share	with	me	and	your	contacts.	I’m	excited	about	some	special	features	and	series	I	have	in	store,	so	thank	you	for	reading	and	stay	tuned!	Let	me	know	what	you	think	about	the	makeover	in	the	comments,	and	as	always,	please	send	me	your	opinions,	suggestions	and	thoughts.	For	our	Move	to	Digital	series,	we	will	be
featuring	a	few	articles	from	Katherine	Molina.	Katherine	is	a	recent	M.B.A.	graduate	from	the	MIT	Sloan	School	of	Management,	where	she	studied	the	business	of	innovation,	education	and	entrepreneurship.	She	lives	in	New	York	City.			As	writers	here	at	TBG	and	many	others	have	pointed	out,	despite	the	high	costs	of	traditional	textbooks,	college
students	are	only	beginning	to	show	interest	in	electronic	versions.	A	2010	NACS	report	lists	the	two	key	factors	for	this	growth	in	interest	as	increased	student	awareness	of	digital	products	and	increased	professorial	savvy	about	how	to	access,	assign	and	use	these	resources.	Increased	product	sophistication	from	publishers	(taking	delivery,
readability	and	scalability	into	account),	and	the	rise	of	e-reading	devices	and	tablets	have	also	been	exhaustively	discussed.	To	this	list,	I	would	add	two	more	important	factors:	Continue	reading	I’ve	talked	a	lot	(and	a	lot,	and	a	lot)	about	how	new	digital	tools	like	E-Books	are	being	used	and	are	changing	the	game.	But	the	fact	of	the	matter
remains:	no	matter	how	excited	we	may	be	about	the	technology,	we’re	still	a	long	way	away	from	wide-scale	adoption.	Before	we	jump	the	gun,	here	are	five	challenges	that	have	arisen	in	the	move	over	to	digital,	and	that	E-Books	and	other	digital	resources	will	have	to	overcome	to	become	the	standard	1.	Universal	access	If	schools	start
implementing	digital	textbooks	as	a	required	source,	it	would	be	have	to	be	a	technology	available	to	all.	K-12	is	dictated	by	the	lowest	common	denominator,	so	if	not	everyone	in	K-12	can	access	an	e-textbook	at	home	or	at	school	then	it	would	make	the	move	to	digital	slower.	Because	public	K-12	institutions	have	to	enact	change	across	an	entire
jurisdiction,	adoption	can’t	happen	until	everyone	is	ready.	This	isn’t	as	big	of	a	problem	on	college	campuses;	they	tend	to	have	access	to	Internet	through	the	campus	or	surrounding	areas—and	if	they	don’t	then	the	College	students	are	expected	to	be	able	to	find	it	regardless	of	their	location.	But	that’s	not	to	say	that	on	all	campuses	it’s	going	to
be	a	wide	spread	phenomenon.	With	all	the	new	technology	out	thereiPad,Kindles,	etc.	it’s	hard	to	detect	if	the	basic	student	population	is	going	to	be	able	to	keep	up,	especially	when	the	public	still	views	E-Readers	or	iPads	as	a	luxury.	Continue	reading	As	part	of	our	Move	to	Digital	series,	I	wanted	to	share	this	infographic	with	you	from	the	people
at	the	Education	Database	Online.	We’ll	save	commentary	on	for-profit	and	online	educational	institutions	for	another	post,	but	take	a	minute,	do	some	scrolling,	and	appreciate	a	great	graphic!	Pundits	and	educators	agree	that	over	the	next	decade	there	is	going	to	be	a	radical	shift	in	the	way	education	is	structured	within	the	U.S.	We	spend	the
most	amount	of	money	on	education	and	yet	it	has	been	well-documented	that	the	U.S.	is	struggling	to	compete	with	many	of	the	other	leading	nations	across	the	globe,	specifically	in	math	and	the	hard	sciences.	In	order	for	the	U.S.	to	continue	to	maintain	its	position	as	a	global	leader,	educators	are	going	to	need	to	think	of	new	and	different	ways
in	which	to	reach	the	youth	of	the	nation.	With	the	advent	of	the	Internet	and	the	decreasing	cost	of	video	production	technologies,	some	of	the	world’s	greatest	teachers	are	now	right	at	the	fingertips	of	students	everywhere.	Several	new	learning	environments	and	tools	have	also	been	developed	that	truly	individualize	the	learning	process	for
students	and	make	it	significantly	more	effective.	These	advances	in	technology	present	a	new	way	to	think	about	education	as	well	as	make	us	consider	the	difference	between	how	students	learn	today	versus	how	students	will	learn	tomorrow,	specifically	in	this	case	with	regard	to	math.	Math	Today	Whether	in	elementary	school,	high	school,	or
college,	the	majority	of	today’s	math	classes	consist	of	a	teacher	standing	at	a	chalkboard	(or	whiteboard)	lecturing	his	or	her	students.	There	is	some	dialogue	between	the	teacher	and	the	students,	but	for	the	most	part,	the	students	are	required	to	simply	be	sponges	absorbing	the	information	conveyed	to	them	by	the	teacher.	Continue	reading	This
week,	I’m	happy	to	present	a	guest	post	from	Stephanie	VanderVelden,	of	Edu	In	Review.	The	site	is	a	great	resource	for	guides	from	getting	scholarships	to	going	Greek,	and	their	blog	covers	news	in	education	and	how-tos.	Stephanie	talks	about	a	topic	I	love	here	at	TheTextbookGuru:	education	and	technology.		Technology	dependent	middle	school
students	were	the	inspiration	for	a	recent	modern	twist	in	Colorado	public	schools.	When	internet	capacity	was	bursting	at	the	seams	in	Manitou	Springs	Middle	School	the	problem	was	found	in	students’	pockets.	Smartphones	and	hand	held	devices	connected	to	the	internet	were	filling	up	online	space	meant	for	school	computers.	The	discovery
helped	district	officials	to	realize	that	schools	may	benefit	from	their	students’	obsession	with	technology.	Instead	of	punishing	students	who	are	constantly	online	at	school	several	Colorado	public	schools	have	responded	with	an	alternative	method;	handing	out	iPads.	To	keep	up	with	the	curve,	many	schools	are	replacing	traditional	bound	books
with	electronic	versions	and	going	digital	on	class	assignments.	The	goal	is	to	use	cutting	edge	technology	to	streamline	student	learning	and	classroom	interactions.	Every	student	at	Manitou	Springs	Middle	School	will	enter	the	2012-2013	year	with	an	iPad	2	in	hand.		At	roughly	$500	per	unit	the	iPad	purchase	seems	hefty	for	public	schools	but
Colorado	school	districts	have	crunched	the	numbers	and	plan	to	save	money	with	their	new	plan.	Electronic	copies	of	books	are	less	expensive	to	purchase	than	physical	copies	and	thousands	of	free	or	inexpensive	applications	will	change	the	way	students	and	teachers	interact.	One	reading	comprehension	application	allows	students	to	submit
assignments	with	immediate	grading	which	is	then	emailed	directly	to	their	teacher.	Another	application	allows	for	the	virtual	dissection	of	frogs;	easing	expensive	lab	costs	and	squeamish	stomachs.	iTunes	gift	cards	will	be	distributed	to	teachers	encouraging	them	to	explore	the	multitude	of	applications	that	will	help	create	engaging	and
educational	lessons.	Continue	reading	Content	and	Publishing			PRLog:	Allogy	Interactive,	McGraw	Hill	Launch	UCF	Digital	Press	to	Provide	Textbook	Downloads	“Allogy	Interactive,	based	in	Orlando,	recently	entered	into	an	exclusive	agreement	with	textbook	publisher	McGraw	Hill	to	create	the	UCF	Digital	Press,	which	will	provide	University	of
Central	Florida	students	the	opportunity	to	download	their	textbooks	—	complete	with	rich	media,	hyperlinks	and	coaching	algorithms	—	directly	to	their	favorite	mobile	device.	Colin	Forward,	Communications	Director	for	Allogy	Interactive,	said	the	agreement	means	student	backpacks	never	have	to	get	much	heavier	than	a	tablet	computer…”		
TechFlash	Amazon	Blog:	E-sales	to	Imprints:	Amazon’s	Ambitious	Publishing	Plan	“In	a	series	of	public	moves,	Amazon.com	has	signaled	its	determination	to	enter	the	book	publishing	business,	a	move	with	broad	implications	for	the	online	retailer	as	well	as	the	traditional	publishing	industry.	Seattle-based	Amazon	in	recent	weeks	has	rolled	out	two
new	book	imprints,	announced	a	roster	of	best-selling	authors	whose	books	will	be	published	under	those	imprints,	and	hired	a	prominent	publishing	executive	to	set	up	an	office	in	New	York.	The	stakes	are	enormous…”	As	it	becomes	harder	and	harder	for	students	to	get	the	classes	they	want	during	the	school	year,	summer	enrollment	is	increasing
at	schools	all	over	the	country.			Schools	like	Kent	State,	New	York	University,	Southern	Oregon	University,	UC	Berkeley,	and	the	University	of	Nebraska-Lincoln	have	all	stated	that	rates	of	summer	enrollment	have	increased	measurably	this	year.			Kent	State	summer	enrollment	has	increased	a	whopping	46.9%,	according	to	Business	Journal	Daily.
Similarly,	the	Polytechnic	Institute	of	New	York	University	has	experienced	a	26%	increase	in	summer	enrollments.	Southern	Oregon	University	is	also	experiencing	an	increase	in	summer	enrollment	by	23%,	mostly	due	to	more	classes	being	added.	UC	Berkeley	has	had	such	an	increase	in	summer	enrollment	that	administrators	are	worrying	about
student	being	able	to	find	living	space!	The	University	of	Nebraska-	Lincoln	stated	that	their	goal	for	the	summer	session	was	for	the	same	number	of	students	to	enroll	as	last	year,	but	that	far	more	students	ended	up	enrolling.			Increased	summer	enrollment	can	lead	to	more	classes	being	offered,	a	larger	variety	of	people	to	meet,	more
conveniently	timed	classes,	and	greater	ability	to	finish	a	degree	early,	especially	for	non-traditional	or	continuing	education	students.		People	who	take	summer	classes	may	be	able	to	get	in	to	classes	they	can’t	normally	get	in	to,	or	can	take	a	class	solely	because	it’s	interesting	to	them,	according	to	the	Brown	University	undergrad	summer	courses
webpage.	Continue	reading	«	1	…	10	11	12	13	14	…	16	»
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